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visions of the Transfer of Land Act. From
a cursory glance through the Bill, which I
received only yesterday, I consider it will be
advantageous, and it will enable us to reach
a stage which will reduce costs, a very desir-
able thing from the standpoint of the general
public. I bare had instances during my years
of practice where great difficulty has been ex-
perienced over land dealings, sometimes in
connection with the bringing of land under
the provisions of the Transfer of Land Act,
when it has been subject to certain trusts, or
was entailed, and where difficulties have
arisen and heavy expense incurred. The dif-
ficulties I believe will be minimised and the
expense reduced by a measure such as this.
It is unnecessary to go into the details of
the Bill at this stage, in view of the state-
ment by the Minister that he had no wish to
unduly rush the measure through. It is de-
sirtable, however, that a copy of the measure
be sent, say, for example, to the Barristers'
Board, and their opinion sought.

The Minister for Education: That will be
done.

Hou. 3. NICHOLSON: It will certainly be
an advantage to have an expression of opinion
from that board. Speaking generally, I be-
lieve they will endorse the principles of the
Bill. I have pleasure in supporting the second
reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill rend a second time.

ADJOURNMhENT-SPECTAL.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I

move-
That the House at its rising adjourn until

Tuesday, 10th October.
Question passed.

House adjouned at 5.50 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION - WYALCATOHEM - MOUNT
MARSHALL RWALWAY (EXTENSION
No. 2) BILL.

Advisory Board's Report.

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Premier:-
1, Has any report been received from the
Railway Advisory Board in regard to the
proposed extension of the Mount Marshall
railway, a Bill for which is now before the
House? 2, If so, will he lay tbe report on
the Table of the House? 8, If not, will he
refer the proposal to the said board?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes.
3, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION-RAILWAY ADVISORY
BOARD, PERSONNEL.

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Premier:-1,
Who are the members of the Railway
Advisory Board? 2, When were they
appointed? 3, Are Messrs. A. G. Hewby
(Manager of the Agricultural Bank) and
A. Despeissis, who were members of the
Railway Advisory Board when the Narrogin-
Armadale and Narrogin-Dwarda railways
were recommended for construction, still
members of the board? 4, If not, why not?
5, Is it the intention of the Government to
endeavour to secure proper continuity of
policy and co-ordination in new railway
proposals by restoring to the board the ex-
perienced officials upon whose reports so
many railways have been built?

The PREMIER replied:-l, The Surveyor
General, Director of Agriculture, Chief
Traffic Manager, and R. J. Anketell. 2,
3rd February, 1920. 3, No. 4, Mr. Hewby
is not now available for this work, and Mr.
1)espeiSsis is not in the Service. 5, The
constitution of the board as at present is
satisfactory.

QUESTION-ALLOWANCES TO WIT-
NESSES AND JURORS.

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Premier:-1
Is it true that under the official ''scale oi
allowances to witnesses and jurors,'' ap-
proved by the Governor in Executive Coun-
cil, farmers are paid from its, to 1s. per
day for loss of time attending court, whilst
schoolmasters, bank managers, inspectors,
auctioneers, commission agents, and others
following similar clerical occupations are
paid from 16s. to 21S. per day, under section
(c) of the regulation? 2, Will the Govern-
ment have the scale amended so as to place
those who follow the occupation of farmer
on at least the same plane of remuneration
as the other occupations mentioned?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes, excepting
where special loss or other extraordinary
circumstances are Shown, when the case is
dealt with under clause 14. 2, The scale is
now under review in the Department, and
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when suggestions are submitted to the Miii-
ister this matter will he considered with
others.

QUESTION -LUNACY ROYAL COMMIS-
SION'S REPORT.

Mr. SIMONS asked the Colonial Secretary:
i; Is it the intention of the Government to
print and circulate the report of the Lunacy
Commission? 2, If so, when?

The COLONIAL SECRIETARY replied: 1
and 2, R~port already printed, and is now
being distributed.

QUE STLO0N--GOVERNMVENT SAVINGIS
BANK.

.Personal file, C. P. J. Leselien.
'Mr. SIMONS (without notice) asked the

Premier: Will he lay on the Table of the
House the personal file of C. P. .1. Lesehen,
late manager of the State Savings Bank?

The PREM LEE replied: Certainly.

'MO? ON-GOVERN-MENT SAVINGS
BANK, MANAGER'S RETIREMENT.

To inquire by Select Committte.
Mr. J. .1. SIMONS (East Perth) (4.371:

Imoe-
That a select committee be appointed to

inquire into and report upon the circum-
stances attending the retirement of the into
manager of the State Savings Bank,
C. P. J1. Leseben.

I move this motion believing that it should
he the function of Parliament to make every
effort to ensure that no servant of thn Gov-
e'rnment is ever unjustly visited with punish-
mneat, or made the innocent victim of hard-
ship. The Matter% relating to the officer
under review represent ail echo of the excit-
Sag times of tbe war. Under the pressure
of popular feeling, certain action was taken
by the two Giovernments in office during the
war period, by which action a very old servant
of the State was dismissed from his office,
deprived of his emoluments, and refused
wthat seems to me to be his undeniable right
to a pension. The officer under notice joined
the service in 1896, and during a period of
two decades built up an unielallengeable re-
putation for industry, loyalty, integrity, and
ability. The personal file of this officer was
on the Table of the Hoase during the greater
part of last session, and is still available. A
careful perusal of the records shows that in
losing the manager of its Savings Hank, the
State lost a servant against whom there was
not one substantiated charge of wrong-doing.
On the contrary, if we analyse the file we find
mai- evidences from official sources of the
loyal service this gentleman gave to his State
and to his country. For example, when the
position of anager of the State Savings
'Bank was open, a number of applicants were
considered; and for the only time in the his-
tory of the State, candidates were examined
by a board of commercial and financial men
of this city. -Mr. Lesehen, after a most ex-

acting and analytical examination, wae ap-
pointed to the vacant position as being the
finest candidate offering. If we follow his
eareer dluring the succeeding year,; we shall
And that a bank which was in a state of
chaos, the miismanagenment of which was a
subject of everyday reference, eventually was
tiken aq the pattern in which the greni -r
nunilwcr of the savingh banks of Aus9tralia
were eventuially remodelled. In other wordk,
this olliver originated and dlevelopeci a system
which becamve a pattern for the Easta-rat
States r, as an individual, can re-nll one
of the reforms which be initroduced, namely,
the abolition of the olil cumbers-ome miethodl,
operating before his term of office, tinder
which it was necessary- for a depositor to
give the bank three days' notive before a
withdrawal could he maLde. That restriction,
naturally, placed the State Savings Bank in
a very difficult position relatively to private
enterprise. The reform in questfon is only
one of many which we citizens may be ahie
to recall Ha originating from Mr. Leselien.
On, reference to the file as far back as 1909,
one finds a minute made by Mr. S. R. L.
Elliott, Under Treasurer, in regard to thi.%
officer-

fle bus laboured unremittingly to bring
the Bank uip to its present satisfactory
position, and is deseving of every consid-
oration.

Readig the personal file we find a letter from
Dr. McNeil, fromt which it appears that this
oficer had to be laid aside owing to illness,
which the doctor attributes to a disease due
to overwork. I know some members of this
Chamber have the idea. that Government ser-
v-nuts do not suffer from. overwork, but here
is medical testimony as to a very responsible
officer being laid -asido because of his con-
scientious discharge of duties, without re-
gard to time or personal health. Reading
further into the file wve get some light
as to his relationship with his staff. We And
letters conveying thanks from the Post and
Telegraph Association of Employees, from the
Postmasters' Association, and from other
bodies of public servants for whom he had
performed good work. We find also letters
from various organisations, including the
board of directors of the Australian Natives'
Association, all paying testimony to his ex-
cellent service. Then, when the Government
of 1911 looked around for three of its most
capable officers to constitute the Workers'
Homes Board, the late manager for the State
Savings Bank was one of the first to be nom-
inated. I mieatiqa these things, without over-
stressing the case, in order to show what a
splendid record, extending over M. years, this
officer had in relation to his service to the
State. Of course a man holding sutch a re-
sponsible position could never cary out his
dnitics properly without making' eapiies.
There is no man holding a hi gh position in
this country, whether it is in the adminis-
trative section of government or in the Par-
liamentary section of government, who, if
he is doing his duty, does not make enemies.
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The Minister for Works: I know I do.
Mr. SITONS: This mnan was pursued for

some years, bitt without success. Then came
the war. When the people of our country
were carried away by enthusiasm, when some
of us were probably carried away by hysteria
and for a time our judgment was over-
clouded, when we lost our judgment, we looked
for victims; and this man, I believe, is one
of the innocent victims of the trying timtes
between 1914 And 1918.

Mr. 3fann: I do not know that anybody
looked for victims.

Mr. StMO1NS: An association was formed
in Perth for the purpose of creating victims.
There was here an association wiceh gave the
leader of nay party the option of paying £M
or going to gaol foi six months. One of the
charges brought against Lesehien was that hie
was a German. This has a very important
bearing on the analysis of the position. Les-
ehien. was barn in South Australia over 50
years ago. The family originated in Poland
and lived there during the time of the
Reformation, when one of the family pro-
genitors, a bishop of the Roman Catholic
church, wvent over to the reformed church and
so hadl to leave Poland. The family, there-
fore, is of Polish origin, but later on were
located in Holstein. Holstein-Slesvie became
part of Germiany, hut was not German terri-
tory when the then head of the Lesehen
family left Denmark and came to South Aus-
tralia in lN57, It was not until 1866 that that
part of Denmark became German territory.
in 186.1 the then head of the family became
aBritish subject. As one who knows Sout

Australia very well, T earn bear testimony to
the high repute in which ltsehen senior was
held in Adelaide, It is true that Cart Les-
elien 'a mother was born in Hamburg, Ger-
miany. Brat she came to Australia in her 14th
year. Neither the fattier nor the mother ever
returned to the laud of their origin, having
accepted Australia as their country. tesehen
was born in this country, and never knew any
other country' . Not by the wildest stretch of
imagination can we regard him as being a
German. Howrever, there was here at the time
an association which started what was called
a Hun hunt. They singled out various mnem-
bers of the community and charged them with
disloyalty. -No less a person than the Mfinis-
ter for Mines, then Premier of the State,
was placed on the rack by this gang of in-
quisitors, charged with being a pro-German,
and was even howled down at a public meet-
ing at His Majesty's theatre. The head of
that association WAS a half-Chiristian, half-
Mohrammedlan lawyer with a Most unsavory
reputation. The man who originated these
charges against Lesehen was a member of the
executive of the All-Britishi Association. That
man had been dismissed by Lesehen for in-
competency. flsing the favourable state of
public opinion of the day, be endeavoured to
snatch the vengeance for which he had waited
-for so many years. Let us for a moment

analyse somne of the charges made against
Leachen. I have gone through the police
files very carefully-on that point the mnem-
ber for Perth (Mr. Mann) wilt be able to
throw rester light than I-and although in-
quiries were set going from Fremantle to
Meelcatharra, although the whole of the excel-
lent machinery of our police and Criminal
Investigation Department was set in motion,
not one speck of evidence against Lesehen 'a
honour or probity or loyalty could be Adduced.
One of the charges was that he was concerned
in spiriting messages from Australia to Ger-
manay. When this charge was referred to the
'Military Department, the then secretary to
the department, Mr. Trumble, replied in this
way-

With reference to the transmission of let-
ters from Western Australia to Germany,
I nam to refer you to the Foreign Office
notice dated 27th February and published
in the Commonwealth of Australia "Gaz-
ette"I on 22nd May, 1915, in which it is
notified that private letters are allowed to
bo sent to enemy countries.

Here is a man accused of doing something
unlawful which, however, the British Foreign
Office had specifically stated was not for-
bidden. By special despatch published in the
Commonwealth "Gazette" it was laid down
that there was no restriction whatever on pri-
vate letters between the Commonwealth and
Germany; yet one of the charges against Les-
ehen was that he had been spiriting private
letters front the Commonwealth to Germany.
It shows how hysterical were some of the
people whbo were lodrfing charges of this kind.
In point of fact, there w-as not any proof
that Lesehen ever wrote to Germany during
the currency of the war.

',%r. Mfann: I think you ought to make that
point clear. Ts there any evidence that he
did write?%1

Mr. SfLINS: I have perused the file
carefully, and I can say there is no evidence.
police o ,r 2Civil, that he ever wrote to liermiaay
ait any time during the war. Another charge
was that lie spoke Germain in his own home.
TPo that rharqe I suppose hie has to plead
guilty. But I kaow that in my own district
in South Australia, where .80 pet cent, of the
population was of Germian origin, a boy went
nut andI won the military cross, won it fight-
ing on our side, went out of a home where
nothing but German was spoken. The secre-
tary of the Returned Soldiers' League in
my own town, a man whose parents were both
German, also went out And covered himself
with glory fighting for our side. At that
time the German language was in the Cur-
riculumn of every high school in Australia.
If a parent, because he bad luifowledge of
another language, took the opportunity to
speak it in bis own home in order that
his children might become familiar with two
languages, was that a Crime? German at one
time was snoken in the palaces of England,
notwithstanding which the owiners and occu-
pants of those palaces fought, and fought

865



866 (ASSEMBLY.]

well on our side. If the speaking qf German
hMd been an offence, 30 per cent. of the offi-
cers of the whole of the British army would
have been adjudged guilty of treason. An-
other charge, put up by a Government servant,
against Lesthien was that he! employed none
hut Glerman _irls as servants in his. own home.
From Mr.d to 1916, dluring the greater part
of which timie lie was never without domestic
help, lie hall German girls in his home on
onlly three o -easions. One was for a few
weeks in 1906, and another was in April,
19141 just beore the war, thle third occasion
being whenitlhe took in a hungry girl, chiased
from pillar to post because of her nation-
ality, and gave her shelter for a few weeks.
But 'lie took this safeguard- bie went to the
district commandant's office and] reported
that hie was sheltering a girl who, because of
lier nationality, was on the verge of com-
mitting suicide., That was not the action of
a Than impelledl by any motive other than
that of humnity to a girl ia serious diffi-
culty. Yet his humane act fiss been cited as
an art of treachery to our people. If we
aire to take an unbiessed view regarding the
services of Lesehen, I acm sure every member
Of the 11o1se- will accept as ain officer of very
high repute thle Public Service Commissioner,
the late 'Mr. .lull. Mr. Still wrote a very
definite minute in regard to proposals then
being put forward that Lesehen should be
sacrified. Dated August, 1916, thu minute
runs-

T am distinctly of opinion that Mr.
tesehien 's ease is entirely different from
the cases of Gloe and Bc(nnecke, natural-
ised Prussian;, and although it amay be
necessary in deference to the state of pub-
lic opinion to remove him from the control
of such a putblic institudion as the Savings
B~ank, I doubt n-hcther it would be just aiid
right to throw him entirely on his own re.
son rees. I base these views on thle two
following facts and oplncs: (1) He is
.9 llritimli-born subject, and I am nf opinion
lie is a loyal subject of the Crown. (2)
lHe has successfully built up and controlled
the State Savings Blank of which he has
been an officer for 20 years, during which
time hie bas been mnanager for 13 years,
amid I amn of opinion that the public feel-
ing which is now set against him is the
result in great measure of his having from
time to time to charge some of his officers
with offences which resulted in their dis-
aliscal. The late ease of Breamner is one
in Point, as T know they hopted to influence
a jury if they could get the ease before
one, playinz on Mr. teshcin'a presumed
nationality. Having regard, therefore, to
all the circumstances of the case, T think
it 'Would be unjust to ignore the Toast good,
and T believe loyal, service rendered to the
Crown, and treat him, a British sub~ject by
birth, no better than we treat others of
ceeon birth and merely naturalised. A
man mnight seek to he naturalised for ui]-
tenior reasns, but this cannot be said of
a man born a British subject.

Then comes this inmportant addendumn-
You nany know that M.\r. J1. 6 . Ray, who

was on the staff of the All-British Asso-
ciation, was once, on the temporary staff:
of the hank and was paiid off by 'Mr.
Lesehien because ho was unsuitable.

That hears out the point 1 have already men-
tinned, nafmely, timat thinsu-barge Val., largely
pronmoted by a dismissed officer looking for
vengeance and nsing the cry of loyalty to
the British Empire in order to sacdiflcc a
man who had parted with his company be-
eomtw of ineilieieney. The whole file is
eranimned with evidence of that kind. Let us
hook at the other sidle of the picture sod
examine thu file for evidonce of Lt-schen's
lr.valty-I want to say Jie was a member of
the Biritidi Overseas Club formed in Perth
about 1909 for the pnrpose of promoting a
closer union between the different dlominions
of the Britsli Emipire; Lesehen was one of
the officers of that body, oe was one of its
foiuders. On the 17th September, 1915, be-
fore the All-British Asseciation hiad de-
nmanded his body, this letter from him ap-
l Eared on the file-

I can assure you no amain can possibly
he more sincerely loyal and attached to
the land of his birth than I and mine are.
For Australia and what Australia stands
for, I am prepared to stand or fall. Aus-
tralia 's enemies arc lay enemies.

That is signed "Carl Leschen."
'Mr. Richardlson: What was his object in

writing that?
Mr. SIMONS: Because it expresised the

sentiments of his heart.
'Mr. Riciqrdsun: Was there no ehaigo

against himi then?
"Mr. SIMTOKS: There never has been.
'Mr. 'Richardson: Thea t'hat Tlld him to

write it?
Mr. SIMONS: Somebody wrote syinpa-

thising with hini in the unfair treatment to
which lie had been subjected. Before his re-
tiremeut he wrote again, and the letter ap-
pears on the file as follows:-

I court the fnllest inquiiryv into any and
every rumnour in circulatin I fear no-
thing, I am a natural born Australian,
and ais such claim amy riehit to serve my
king in a civil or any other capacity as
one of his, most loyal subjects.

Thoseq are written statcmmits by a man whom
nobody, cnn say was a hiypocrite. The case
was referred to the Solicitor General, a man
known for his calm, cold and dispassionate
judgment- Ini flanse 7 on page 84 of the
file the Solicitor General says-

There is a suggestion on the file of Mr.
Lesehen 's pro-German symipathies. He
however, maintains that he is a loyal
British subject. Proceedings with a view
to dismissal on the g-round of disloyalty
would mean suspension, an inquiry by the
('ommnissoner and an apj~eal to a board,
There are not in my opinion sufficient
grounds to justify such action.

That is tbe opinion of the Crown Solicitor,
n] I prefer to accept his opinion to that of
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raving jingoes who never have, nor will have
any status in this community of ours. We
come to the manner in which Lesehen 's
services were dispensed with. First of all
in response to the pressure which was
brought on the Government, Lesehion was
granted three months leave on full pay.
An officer in one of the departments, who
had made up his mind to remorselessly pur-
sue Lesehen, shifted his ground as the file
indicates, and finally put up a charge that
because of the unpopularity of the manager
consequent upon his supposedly German
origin, something like a run bad taken place
on the Savings Bank. I do not wish to
weary the House by going into details re-
lating to that charge, but it is important
that it should be referred to, because stress
was laid on that phase, and the Government
of the day, believing that the charge was
justified, asked Air. Lesehen to take leave
for three months. Then at the conclusion
of that period, he was asked to take a
further term of three months. The state-
ments regarding the depreciation in the
deposits of the Savings Bank are not on-
contradicted, but even admitting that such
a charge was correct, I ask bon. members
whether the punishment which has been in-
flicted upon this man is in proportion to the
injury his presence was supposed to have
done to the Savings Bank. A man who has
served the State for 20 years, it seems to
me, has the right to expect that he will have
some sort of tenure of office, and he has the
right to expect that he will pass on to that
period of his life when threagh old age he
will be able to retire, and that he may make
his plans accordingly. In this case without
any definite charge being made, and without
being given the opportunity to defend him-
self, a sneceedi ng Government took the
responsibility of compulsorily retiring him.
They have punished him in this way: that
after 20 long years of service he is deprived
of those emoluments lie had the right to
expect. He is denied the right to receive a
pension which was considered an integral
part of the ternas of his emiployment. In
addition to that lie has had put upon his
forehead the stigma of being a traitor to
the country which bore aim, and he hags
never beea permitted the opportunity to
deny that accusation. That is a stigma
which will not disappear with the passing
of Lesehen; it is a stigma which will go on
to his children, his grandchildren and his
great-grandchildren. T ask hon. members
whether they think it is fair, whether they
think it is British justice or Australian fair
play to do this kind of thing to a man
without giving him the chance to reply. The
position is this: If we assume this man to
be a German-and his eyes have never be-
held any other part of the world 'but Aus-
tralia, he has never inhaled the atmosphere
of any country but ours-have we the right
to de-naturalise him? I submit we have no
such right, neither a man-made right-nor a

divine right to de-naturalise him, and de-
clare that he has no country. If he is not
an Australian, what is he? Even suppose
he was a German, which he is not, are we
to say that a public servant, becauoe the
land from which his parents came 60 years
before, declared war on us, is to be deprived
of his rights, remembering too that he has
given 20 years of faithful service. There is
no one who can defend such an action. Let
us take for example the Chief Electoral
Officer who lately retired. Mr. Stenberg,
too, was a faithful and a loyal officer. Sup-
pose Sweden, the country from which he
came, bad come into the war against us.
What would he have had to do with bring-
ing Sweden into the war? He had no more
to do with keeping Sweden out of the war
than Ijeschen's mother had in bringing
Germany into it. At the present momeat
we are on the eve of troublous times, and
we are not sure on which side the French
nation will be found fighting. Are we to
say, therefore, that young men born of
French parents, are to be denied the right
to be called Australians in consequence of
that? Picture where that will lead us if
we accept it as a reason. If to-morrow
France took up arms against the British
Empire, would the Government of Canada
with its four million French-Canadians, born
in Canada, say to those people, "You have
no country'lt See what a ridiculous pre-
cedent we are attempting to establish, even
though there are some who will persist in
saying that Germany was the native land of
Lesehen's parents. I do not wish to take
up more time except to say that by carrying
this motion we shall not be affirming rein-
statement, nor affirming compensation; we
shall merely be affirming the advisability of
giving this man a trial, holding an inquiry
into the circumstances surrounding his dis-
missal, and giving him an opportunity of
removing the stigma which unfairly has
been placed upon him. If we do that we
shall be following the precedent of acting
up to the noblest chivalrous traditions of
France at the time when serious charges
were made against the soldier Dreyfus. We
all remember how Zola day after day and
year after year fought for Dreyfus, until
finally the French Parliament gave the man
wrongly condemned a chance to appear be-
fore a tribunal to explain exactly where he
stood. That is all that we ask in this case.
I do hope that hon. members will not stand
for any dismoissal and will not stand for
the sacrifice of any man upon the altar of
unreasoning prejudice without giving that
man a chance to appear before his country-
men so that he may clear himself and his
family of the stigma Which has been placed
upon them as an act of vengeance. I hope
hon. members will review what this unfair
sentence has meant to Lesehen who spent
the whole of his young manhood in qualify-
ing to administer a department of State,
and who is suddenly thrown on to the
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world, branded in Such a way that
no firm would dare to employ him for
fear of being charged with giving work to
one who had been branded as a. traitor.
Imagine, too, the sufferings of this man who,
though physically unfit, has been driven to
manual labour, eking out an existence, well
sinking, clearing, and fencing, in an effort
to provide for those he loves, and who to-day,
exhausted, is an invalid in a convalescent home
at Cotteslee, with three doctors to attend to
him. I do not believe there is one inember in
this House who can justly say to himself
tlint Lesehen did anything in his career to
deserve punishment of this kind. At least,
therefore, a select committee should be given
the opportunity of determining the question
whether Leachen deserros the terrible punish-
mnent which the State has inflicted upon him.
I am only asking that the select committee
be appointed so that it may be decided
whether the humiliation be is undergoing to-
day is punishment he deserves.

On motion by the Premier debate ad-
journed.

BThL-STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ACT AMNDM'ENT.

Received from the Council.
Mr. SPE7AKER: I have received a message

from the Council transmitting a Bill to amend
the State Trading Concerns Act. Has any
nr~mber been asked to take charge of the
131111f

Mr. 0 'Loghien: Throw it out. It has no
father or mother.

.Mr. A. THOMSON: I will take charge of
it. I move-

That the Bill be now read a first time.
Question Put and. declared negatived.

Div ision calledi for.

Point of Order.
Hon. P. Collier: I rime to a point of order.

I must enter my protest; against the procedure
that has been adopted. You put the motion,
Sir, and declared it lost and no request
came from any hon. nmember-

Mr. Mann: Yes.
Hon. P. Collier: Disputing the fact.
Mr. Speaker: 1L put the question again.
Hion. P. Collier: The question was put in

an ordinary -way and you gave your decision,
After a lapse of a few seconds a request was
made by a member on the cross benches,' and
the question was put a second time. This
wan giving a privilege to members to which
they were not entitled in the circumstances,
When you gave your ruling in the first case
no division was called for at the moment.

Mr Speakei When I rend the Message
I. was not aware who was going to take charge
of the Bill. I therefore paused. Apparently
no arrangement had been made for any- mem-
ber to take charge of the Bill. I put the
qnestion, and I noticed a murmur amongst-
moembers indicating that they. did not realise.

what the Message was. I put the question
again and decided in favour of the "Noes."
Some member Said something about dividing.
I, therefore, put the question again for the
benefit of members. I gave my decision in
favour of the '!Noes," a hich I thought were
predominant. A division was then called for
and in the circumstances it must proceed.

]Debate resumed.
The House divided with the following re-

sult:-
Ayes
Noes 13

Majority for . .. 13

AYES.
Mr. Braun
Mr. Carter
Mrs. Cowan
Mr. Davies
Mr. Durack
Mr. George
Mr. Gibson
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hickmott
Mr. Johnston
Mr. Latham
Mr. C. C. Malay
Mr. H. K. Maley
Mr. Mann

NOS
am. Aortan

Mr. Chesson
Mr. Collier
Mr. Corboy
Mr. Heron
Mr. Latey
Mr. Marshall

Question thus passed.

Bill read a first time.

Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Money
Mr. Pickeriog
Mr. Plesse
Mr. Richardson
Mr. Sampson
Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Stubbs
Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. J. Thoamn
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mutinzy

(Teller.)

Mr. feccallum
Mr. Munsie
Mr. Simons
Mn. Walker
Mr. Willoock
Mr. O'Loghlea

(Teller.)

Mr. A. THOMSON (Katanning) [5.19]:
Immv-a-

That the second reading of the Bill be
made an Order of the Day for the next
sitting of the House.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.20]: 1
move an amendment-

That the words "the next sitting of the
House" be struck out and "this day sir
months" inserted in lieu.

I do niot think we should take up the time of
House over this Bill.

Mr. M-Nann: Let it go at that.
Hon. 1P. COLLIER: It is much better to

waste an hour or two considering it now
than waste days later on in the session,

Mr. 'Underwood: It is just as well to have
a clear discussion on the question.

Hon. P. COLLIER:, The House should not
allow this Bill to be considered, having re-
gird to the manner in which it was seat here.
It was the product of a6 private member in
another place. I have no doubt we should not
have had it at all but for the- fact that the
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member who introduced it in another place
has had a good deal of leisure time on his
hands during the lar-t four weeks. Having
a desire to he employed on something, he buts
filled in his time in the preparation of thh-
Bill. It apparently came here without the
knowledge of any member. When the nies-
sage was first read no one undertook to ac-
cept any' responsibility for it. It was merely
an act of charity, as it were, and a desire
to father an orphan, that prompted the muom-
her for IXatanning (M %r. Thomson) to sponsor
the Bill.

Mr. Underwood; It was an act of caurtecy
to another place.I

Hen, r. (OTLLILJ: I am opposed to the
Bill occupying a position on our -Notice
Paper. 1 understand it deals with some pro-
vision of the Act governing the existence and
coutrol of our State trading concerns. If
any aetion is taken in this direction it should
emanate from the Government. The question
of the sale or retention of our State trading
cencerns should he one of policy. It is a
matter of the utmost importance. It is not
one that should originate fromt a private
member and, having originated in that way,
we should not give it any consideration. The
time of the House should not be occupied in
dealing with it.

Mr. A. THOMSON (Katanniag.-on amend-
ment) [5,23]: 1 trust the House will not
accept the amendment. The matter lees been
discussed for some time. The Minister
for Works recently threwv out a chal-
lenge to members to the effect that if the
House wanted to debate the question, a pri-
vate member should introduce a measure and
give thle House an opportunity to discuss it.
lIt is in the interests of the State that a ma-t-
ter of policy of this sort should he decided.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 cannot allow any de-
hate on a Bill of which I know nothing and
of which the House knows nothing. The hon.
member must confine his remarks to the
amendment, and to the question as to whether
the second reading of the Bill shall be made
an Order of the flay for the next sitting of
the Hlouse or set down as ane Order of the
flay for this day six months. The principles
or merits of the Bill cannot be discussed.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I accept your decision.
I was simply following ti lines of the
speech of the Leader of the Opposition.4 I
trust the 'House will not agree to the amend-
ment, hut will give members an opportunity
to discuss the merits of the Sill.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilara) [5.25): 1
oppose the amendment on the ground demon-
striated by the member for Katarneing (Mr.
A. Thomson). If it is a question of policy,
as sugutested by the Leader of the Opposition,
this House should have every opportunity of
discussin!T such policy. In advocating that we
should consider the Bill. I am not suggesting
that I am in favour of disposing of the State
trading concerns. I am not in favour of do-
ing so.

r.SPEAKER:. The 'hon. member cannmot
discuss that point.

'.%r. UNDERWOQD: I am not diseusing
it. but am stating that the House has the
right to do so later on. If we carry tleid
amendment wye shall be depriving the House
of that right. We have not seen the Bill, and

shudbe allowed to read it and decide upon
the proviiiun contained in it. I rely upon
thle common sense of the House to do what is
right when the question is fairly and squarely
before us, Tt is not before us now. If we d
not like the Bill When We see it, we Will cast
it out.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J1. George--Murray-Wellington) [5.101: The
member for Katannireg (Mr. A. Thomson),
said that I had stated that private members
should not introduce a Bill. What I said was
that those who are opposed to State trad-
ing concerns should have the couracre of their
epiinions and get someone to deal with the
matter.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The bon. member
cannot discuss that.-

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 do not
intend to. I suggest to the Leader of the Op-
position that his. amendment should he with-
drawn. The feeling of members is clearly
that a matter that deals with high principles
should he the subject of an open debate. If
it wsere decided to stop that debate to-day, a
great wrong would he done. I suggest that
from his point of view the better course would
be for him to -withdraw his amendment.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fre-%
mantle) [5.31 1: 1 hope the Lender of the
Opposition will not withdraw his amendment.
This is a question of dealing with a Bill
brought in by a private member in anothier
lilace, without having made ny arrangements
with an bon. member of this Chamber to take
charge of the Bill for him here.

The Minister for Agriculture: flow do
you know? He wnay have made an arrange-
meat with some hon. member who is not pre-
sent to-day.

Hon, W. 0. ANGWIN: The fact remains
that he is not here. The private member id~
another place could hardly have made ar-
rangemnents with a member here, because the
Bill has not been disposed of by another
place for more than 24 hours.

The Minister for Agriculture: It is pos-
sible that he could have made arrangements
with a member here.

lion. W. C. ANOWIN: But evidently he
has not done so.

Mfr. SPEARER: Order! That matter ii
not under discussion.

Hon. W. C. ANOWiN: Perhaps he is like
the Minister and has not the courage of his
olinions.

The Minister for Agriculture: flow Odo
yon know that?

Hon. P. Collier: As Leader of the Country
Party, yoe should accept the instructions of
your conference.
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The Minister for Agriculture: Or the in-
atructious of Mr. Lovekin?

Honl. W. C. ANOWIN: There is no neces-
sity for any right to discuss the question to
be provided by means of a Bill. ft can be
done by way of a motion. That would not
debar discussion by any means.

Hon. P. Collier: It could be done on the
Estimates.

Hion. Wg. C. ANOWIN: I took it when the
Minister for Works interjected, that he re-
ferred to, the Hill. I thought he referred to
a private member introducing a Bifl and tak-
ing the matter of policy out of the hands of
the Government.

Capt. Carter: That is only a fine distinc-
tion.

Bon. W. C. ANCTWIN: There is a very
big distinction.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
'Mr. Money: One is operative and the

other is a discussion.
Hon. W. C. ANGWLN: There is a differ-

ence between the two.
Capt.' Carter: You might get somewhere

arising out of this proposal.
Rion. W. C. ANOWIN: There is the ques-

tion of the policy of the Goverrnnent.
Mr. Pickering: Are they not pledged to

dispose of the State trading concerns?
Hon. W. C. KNGWIN: I do not know

whether they should be. I know they are not
pledged to dispose of them at a sacrifice Of
the interests of the country.

'Mr. Lathamn: They are not asked to sacri-
fice them.

Hon. W. 0I. AIflWVtX: The member for
York would sacrifice anything hie could get.
This Dill has been introduced, not to carry
out a policy in the best interests of the State,'
but to force the hands of the Governmnent to
do something not in die best interests of.
Western Australia.

The Premier: But we have not seen the
Bill!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Equse can-
not discuss the merits of the Bill.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I do not know
wbat is in the Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The bon. mern-
her cannot assume what is in the Bill for the
purposes of this debate.

Hon. W. C. ANO WIN: I can assume that
the Bill deals with State trading concerns.
The motion is for the second reading of the
Bill to he fixed.

Hon. P. Collier: No legislation is required
to deal with the State trading concerns.

Ron. W. C. AXGWIN: None whatever.
If I were to introduce a private Bill in this
Chamber and I wanted it dealt with in ann-
other place, before the Bill had passed the
second rending stage here I would go to some
member in the Upper House and disclose to
him the contents of the Bill. I would inform
thdft member of my object in introducing the
measure. I would do that so ast to ascertain
from him whether hie would take charge of
the Bill in another place. In the present in.
stance, what is the positioni A Bill has comet

(OIow to us and the Speaker announced it.
When lie did so, not a solitary member of the
House was prepared to take it tip.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not the question
beore the Chair.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: I am giving
reasons why the Bill should not be read a
second time at the next sitting of the House.
Why was no hon. member prepared to take
it up? Because they did not know the con-
tents of the Bill.

Mr. Piesse: Out of courtesy to another
place we should agree to the notion.

lion. Wv. C. ANOWIN: I am pleased the
hon. miember rai-ped the question of courtesy.
Would it not be -an act of courtesy on the
part of the member in another place for him
to arrange with a member here to take charge
of the Bill?

Mr. Pieste: Admiittedly.
Mr. Harrison: Two wrongs do not make a

right.
ll. W. C. ANOWIN: That is so, but it

appears to me that the person introducing the
Bill, by not making proper arrangmenta for
the Bill to be dealt with in this Chamber,
showed that hie had little confidence in his own
Bill. He was afraid to discuss the question
with any "leather in this Chamber, so appar-
ently he said, "Y will send the Bill down to
the Legislative Assembly on the offehiane
that someone will be foolish enough to take
it up.' After Mr. Speaker had allowed some
time to elapse, eventually one member took up
the Bill. He did it in a very half-hearted
manner. He knew it was necessary to move
a further motion so that it could be dealt
with. I ask ho,,. members if this House is
prepared to deal with a question like this in
timeis like the present?

Capt. Carter: Why not?
Hon,. W. C. ANGWIN: The hon. nmember

will knowv that very soon.
Mr. Mann: We t ake that as a veiled threat.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The hon,. member

elaneacent it in any way he likes.
Mr. SPEAKER: The motion before the

Chair is that certain words proposed to be
left out shall stand part of the question. It
is not a matter of discussing the Bill.

Hion. W. C. ANGWIN: I am giving rea-
sons w~hy we should not discuss it. I must
give justifiable reasons if I think something
is to be brought before this Chamber which
is detrimental to the State, otherwise I can-
not debate the question at all. I honestly be-
lieve that by agreeing to the motion, we will
hep doing something that is detrimental to the
State. We will, however, do something that
Will be beneficial to the Eastern States and
detrimental to Western Australia if we agree
to the motion. We will do something bene-
ficial to the commission agents, and detri-
mental to the workers. We try to encourage
local manufactures!

Mr. Wilson: We want work for our un-
employed.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 'We have now a Bill
which is intended to affect concerns which
are providing for thousands each year.
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Mr. SPFFAREW: Order! The hon. member
cannot discuss the Bill.

Rion. WVI. V. ANC1W n: I am not discussing
the Bill. I 0o not know what is in it.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is mak-
ing at statement concerning the Bill. I will
not allow a discussion on the mieriti of the
Bill. I do att know what is in it. The ques-
tion before the Rouse bris reference to the
fibing- of the daite for the second reading of
the Bill.

lon. W.. C. ANOWIN: Anty measure deal-
ing with Statr' trading concerns affects the
policy of the State, the workers of the State
and our manutnetories. It affects the indus-
tries producing aiticles in Western Australia,
which otherwise wonld have to be imported
from other parts of the world. I am not
dealinn with the Bill at all. I do not know
whether the Bill says 'we should sell these
trading concerns or whether we should keep
them.

The Premier: Why not see 'what the Bill
contains?

Point of Order.

Rion. T. Walker: On a point of order. I
submit the 'whole discussion is irregular and
the question is not before the House in any
f orbi. I will refer the Committee to Standing
Orders 259 and 263. Standing Order 259
reads ais follows-

The member having leave, or the Com-
mittee appointed to bring in aL Bill, shall
prepare a draft of such Bill, with the neces-
sary blanks to be filled up in Committee of
the whole Rouse, and shall present a fair
copy thereof to the House at an early day.
Mr. S-ceaker: The Bill is here. That has

been complied with.
Hon.- T. Walker: The first reading of a Bill

is not usually discussed. A Bill can be dis-
cussed at all stagesi.

Mlr. Speaker: I think I can put the hon.
member right.

Hion. T. Walker: As a preliminary 'we
should have the Bill before us. We should
be able to refer to it and ascertain whether it
is worthy of being read a first time. I take
it that 'Mr, Speaker himself should, once the
Bill is received, glance through it to ascertain
what it is proposed to submit to the House.
It may be a matter that should not be enter-
tained for a moment. The Dill may be out
of order. I presume Mr, Speaker knows what
is in the Bill. If that he so, Mr. Speaker
knows if it is a Bill dealing with public ex-
penditure in connection with State trading
concerns.

'Mr, Speaker: The Bill is before the House,
and I think I can put the hon. memnber right.

Hon. TP. Walker: floes the Bill deal withi
the sale of the trading concernst

Mr. Speaker: The member for Kanowna
has raised a point of order and has quoted
Standing Order 259. The Bill is before the
House complete. On the second question
raised hr the boa, member Standing Order
263 reads-

The first reading of every Bill shall be
preioosed immediately after the same haar
been presented.

That lias been followed. The Bill did neC'
originate here; it came from another place.
The procedure is for the 'Minister or member'
to take uip such a Bill and move that it Vol
read a first time, because it is in my posses-
sion. If the motion is carried, the Bill is read
a first time. No It-at-c is asked to introduce
it, lbecause it is transmitted by messuge from
another place. On the first rending there is,
no debate. The Bill contains only one clause;
which seeks to arnund a section of the Trading'
Concerns Act. T did not rend the section,

lon. T. Walker: But you must. The House
must be in possession of it.

Mr. Speaker: Standing Order 265 reads-
When any Bill shall be presented by a

member in purseance of leave granted, or.
an order of the House, or shall be brought,
from the Governor or Legislative Council,
the question "'That this 'Bill be -now read
a first timne" shall he decided without':
amen dment or debate.

That question was decided. The qucstion now
is that the second reading be made an Order
of the flay for the next sitting of the House,
to which the Leader of the Opposition has
moved an amendment that ''the next sitting
of the House"' be strn~k out and "'this day
six months'' he inserted. in lieu.

Rion. T. 'Walker: I -now take it that the,
Bill is in possession of the Chamber.

Mr. Speaker: Yes.
Hon. T. Walker: Therefore I have a -right,

to look at it.
Mr. Speaker: On the second retjding the

hon. member will have that right. He knows
the procedure.

Hion. T. Walker: What is the meaning oC'
the words in Standing Order No. 253 "after
the same has been presented''I It does net
mnatter 'whmether the Bill comes front another.
pla(c or is moved by a Minister or private4
member here. The Bill is presented to the,
House for the House to be cogniisant of it,
and therefore I am entitled to know what
the Bill proposes.I

Mr. A. Thomson: You get that on the,.
second reading.

Hon. T. Walker: No; how can ae tie oar'
intelligence to vote for the first or any other
reading of the Bill unless we know whtat the'
Bill is? W6 have no right to further enter-
tain the Bill, because it is out of order.

Mr. Speaker: On what ground?
Hon. TP. Walker: I shall state it if you

do not get angry. I ask you to let me see the:
8ill.

Mr. Speaker: There is no objection to the
hon. member seeing the Bill, but it is~not the.
zustom.

Han. T. Walker: I care not whether it is the
custom or not. Some peoile mic.ht neglect-4a

Mr. Speaker: It is not neglect at all.
Hon. T. Walker: I have a right to see the,

Bill. I find the Bill states-"The State'
Trading Concerns Act, 1916. is amended byr.:
omitting the proviso to Section 25."1
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Mr. A. Thomson:, Is not this a departure
froms the usual procedure of the House?

Mr. Speaker: Is the member for Katanning
rising to a point of order?

Mr. A. Thomson. Yes. Are not we de-
patting from the procedure of the House by
permitting any member to see the Bill at this
stage ? Standing Order No. 266 states--

After the first reading, a question shall
be put "That this Bill be printed" and
the second reading made an Order of the
Day for some future day.

That does not permit of the Bill being sub-
mitted to the House for diseusion. I submit
that it is out of order for the Bill to be die-
cussed at all. The question before the Rouse
is that the second reading be made an Order
of the flay for the next sitting of the House
and the amendment that the second reading
be this day six moftthe. I maintain that the
member for Kanowna, is not entitled to see the
Bill.

Mr. Speaker :There is nothing to pre-
vent the member for Kanowna from seeing
the Bill. Ever since I have been in the
House, a period of nearly 22 years, we have
followed a certain procedure, which I have
explained. 'When I looked at this Bill I saw
it contained one clause, but it conveyed noth-
ing to me beyond that it sought to amend a
section of the Trading Concerns Act. The
question before the House is the amendment
moved by the Leader of the Opposition. The
Bill is before the House, but we cannot dis-
cuss it. The almost invariable practice has
been not to put copies of Hills before mnem-
bers until the Minister or member in charge
rose to move the second reading.

Mr. A. Thomson: That is my point.
Mr. Speaker: During my experience no

member has ever aked to see a, Bill at this
stage.

Hon. T. Walker: I have no right to debate
your direction, but there is a. funil answer to it.
What I want to point out ise that the Bill is
out of order and that we cannot consider it
or carry it any further on the ground that it
deals with a matter affecting revenue. Such
a Bill must be introduced into this House by a
Minister and by mesage.

Mr. Speaker: What is there in the Bill
dealing with revenue?

Ron. T. Walker.- The provision regarding
Parliamentary approval for the sale of State
trading concerns. .I

Mr. Speaker: That is not in the Bill before
the House.

Hon. T. Walker: That is the Bill before
the House. Its object is to amend a revenue
section of an existing Act.

Mr. A. Thomson: How can yon say that
until you have seen the Bill?

Hon. T. Walker: I have seen the Bill.
Mr. A. Thomson: It is not before the

House.
Hon. T. Walket. It ise before the House; it

haa been read a first time. Have common
sense! My point of order is that a matter
dealing with the finances of the State must be

introduced by a mnember of the Government
and must originate in this House.

Mr. Speaker: The Bill reads-'" 'The State
Trading Concerns Act, 191-6, is amnended by
omnitting the proviso to Section 25." That
does not indicate what Section 25 of the Act
M5

Hon. T. Walker: It does, if you look at the
proviso.

Mr. Speaker: Section 46 of the Con stitu-
tion Act Amendment Act, 1921, reads as
f ollows:-

Bills appropriating revenue or moneys,
or imposing taxation, shall not originate
in the Legislative Council; but a Bill shall
not be taken. to appropriate revenue or
moneys, or to impose taxation, by reason
only of its containing provisions for the
iiposition or appropriation of fines or
other pecuniary penalties, or for the de-
Mand of payment or appropriation of fees
for licenses, or fees for registration or
other services under the Bill.

This House passed that amending legislation
last session. Subsection 5 of the same Act
reads-

E'seept as provided in this section, the
Legislative Council shall have equal power
with the Legislative Assembly in respect
of all Bills.

The Bill we are now considering is not con-
trary to that section. That is my ruling.

Hon. T. Walker: The real point has not
been touched upon. The Bill as you have
read it proposes to omit a Proviso in the
State Trading Concerns Act. The proviso,
therefore, must be read in conjunction with
the Bill.

Mr. Speaker:- When the second reading of
a Bill is moved its principles are set forth
by the mover. I ) as well as lion, members
generally, am then in a position to know the
facts concerning it. That is the time for
me to decide such a. question as this; not
now.

Hon. T. Walker : I shall be obliged to
move to dissent from your ruling.

Mr. Speaker: I have ruled that the Bill is
in order at present.

Dissent from Speaker's ruling.

Hon, T. W~alker: I move-

That this House dissents from 'Mr.
Speaker's ruling.

You have ruled that at this stage-
If Speaker: That the Bill is in order.
Hon. T. Walker: You have ruled that we

cannot raise the point as to whether the Bill
is in order or not by reference to the matter
contained in the Bill.

Mr. Speaker: The lion. member knows my
ruling.

Hfon. T. Walker:, I amn not very clear that
I do. I might object to your ruling on the
ground that Section 46 of the Constitution
Act Amendment Act does not affect my
point of order. On the other hand you have
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held that the House cannot consider the
proviso that this Bill proposes to delete.

Mr. Speaker: I have ruled that the Bill is
properly' betore thle House under the Consti-
tuttion Act Anmendlment Act, 1921.

Half. T. Walker: I disagree with you, and
1 will ask hon. members to disagree with
You, in tile interests of the [louse. Section
46 Of thle Constitution Art Amndment Act
say's-

Bills appropriating revenue or mioneys,
or imposing taxation, shall not originate
in the Legislative Council.

There is no objection to that. A Bill cannot
be taken to appropriate revenue or moneys,
or to impose taxation, by reason only of its
containing provisions for the imposition or
appropriation of fines, or other pecuniary
penalties, or for the demand of payment or
appropriation of fees for licenses, or fees for
registration or other services tinder the Bill.
The point .1 have raised does not come within
the scope of that. This measure deals witht
the actual revenue set forth -)n our Esti-
mnates as the revenue of the State, in this
instance revenue from State trading con-
corns. It dloes not deal with taxation or the
imposition of fines or applropriatioln of fees,
etc. It is only the first portion of Subsec-
tion 1 of Section 46 of the Constitution Act
Amendment Act that has reference to this
Bill. By this Bill we are asked to deal with
one of our largest revenue producing
avenues. The proviso in the State Trading
Concerns Act is as follows:-

Provided that possession shall not be
given to an intended purchaser or lessee
under a contract of sale or agreement for
lease until the approval of Parliament has
been obtained.

Are we going -to delete that? We are asked
to take away Parliamnentary control of this
portion of our revenue producing concerns.
Tile Bill touches vitally our finances, and is
a violation of every constitutional principle.
Such a Bill should originate in this Chamber,'
and should be intreduced by a Minister of
the Crown.

The Premier : ])o you suggest the Bill
should have come down by Message?

Hon. T. Walker: A Bill taking away the
rights of Parliament, and dealing with our
revenue, must originate in this Chamber.

The Premier: Because it is a money Bill?
lHon. T. Walker: Becanse it deals with our

revenue. If ever there was a ease of a Bill
being out of order on the score of wrong
origination this is one.

Sifting suspetaded from 6.15 to 7.80 p.m.

Hort. T. 'Walker: My motion to dissent
from your ruling, '.%r. Speaker, read,-

That this House dissents from Mfr.
Speaker's rulinq, ''That the Bill to amend
the State Trading Concerns Act, 1916, does
not aippropriate revenue or moneys or im-
pose taxation, and that although it origin-
ated in another place and was not intro-

duced by &. Minister, it is properly before
the House,'' on the ground that the said
Bill deals with one of the principal sources
of revenue of the State, and has no other
purl'ose save that of depriving Parliament
ci its control of such revenue.
.i~r. Speaker: I have ruled that the Bill to

ainieid the State 'iL'ding Concerns Act, 1916,
i-i properly before fta House under Section
4(6 of the Constitutioin Act Amendment Act,
1921-22. To that ruling, the member for
lRnuowna has Inoved a ulotion of dissent-

That this Ronae dissents from N1lr.
Speaker's rialing, "'That thle Bill to amend
the State Trading Concerns Act, 1916, does
noat appioj'irat revenue or moneys or imn-
pose taxation, and that although it origi-
vated in anjother pltee and was not intro-
duced by a Minister, it is properly before
the House''-

Hlon. T. Walker: That is your ruling, Sir.
Mr. Speaker: That is not my ruling. I1

never said anything about a Minister. Whtt
I have said is that the Bill is properly before
the House tnder Section 46 of the Coastitu-
tio,, Amendment Act, 1921-22. That is my
raling under that section. Now the hon. muem-
her has put words into his motion of dis-
5Ciut

Hon. T. Walker: But, 'Mr. Speaker, those
ore points I raised.

Mr. Speaker: They are points the hon.
menmber raised; they are not mine.

lion. T. Walker: I raised them as umy points
of order, and you ruled against them, Sir.

Mr. Speaker: The motion to dissent says-
''Idoes not appropriate revenue or moneys

or impose taxation'--
Hon. T. Walker: That is under Section

46.
Mr. Speaker: The hon. member's motion

continues-
''and that although it originated in an-
other place and was n"t introduced by a
Minister, it is properly bef *ore the House.''

That is the hon. nmember 's argument. Am
I to understand that$

lon. T. Walker: I understand that you
ruled against mue on that, Sir.

'Mr. Speaker: I ruled that the Bill is in
order tinder the section I have named and
under thle Act which I have mentioned twice.
The motion to dissent proceds-

on the ground that the said Bill deals with
one of the principal sources of revenue of
the State, and has no other purpose save
that of depriving Parliament of its control
of such revenue.
Motion put and negatived.

Debate resumed.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: I have already

suggested that the proper method of deal-
ing tvith a motion of this kind is to
table a motion asking for an expression of
opinion from bon. members, instead of in.
trod-cing a Bill making definite alterations
in the law at present governing State tad-
ing concerns.
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Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think I can allow
the lion. member to discuss the merits of the
Biem.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIX: I am not doing so,
Sir. Surely I have a right to give reasons
why I object to the Bill being set down for
second reading at the next sitting of the
House.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hion. member is dis-
cussing the merits of the Bill.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I nan not doing any-
thing of thle kind.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member may
proceed, and we shall see.

lion. W. C. ANO WIN: I am surely allowed
to give reasons why I consider The Bill should
not be dealt with. I am dealing, not with
the Bill, but with the general priaciple of
State trading concerns.

Mr. SPEAKER:- The general principle of
State trading concerns is not before tile
House. The question before the House is
-whether the words proposed to be struck out
shall stand part of the question. The ques-
tion before the House is that the second read-
ing of the Dill be made an Order of thle Day
for the next sitting of the House, and the
amendmient. One cannot discuss the principle
of the Bill under that.

Ron. W. C. ANGWTN: According to your
ruling, Sir, all I can do is to get up and say,
"I object to the second reading of the Bill
being puot down for the next sitting of the
House." Am I not allowed to give reasons
why I object? I am dealing precisely with
the question before the- Chair, which is that
the Bill be read a second time at the next
sitting.

Mr. SPEAKER: No. Thle question hefore
the Chair is that the words proposed to be
struck out stand part of the question.

'Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: I would have come
to that, Sir, if you have given mne time. I am
trying to show reasons why the words should
lie deleted. Surely I ala entitled to do that.
If I am of opinion that certain legislation
about to be introduced] into thle House will be
detrimental to the best interests of the State,
I am not worthy to be here unless I oppose
such legislation on thle first and on every
other occosion of its being broughit forward.
Mfy opinion is that the effect of the proposed
legislation will be to drive to the Eastern
States work which now provides employment
for our people here. Surely to goodness every-
body iii the State knows that w'hat we require
here is more population, More workers, more
factories, more industries of every kind. That
being so, I think one is quite sate in saying
that a Bill of this description should not he
introduced, as it has been, by a private me'l-
her. It is a child that has no father in this
House. No member of this House was asked
to take charge of it.

Honl. P. Collier: It is an illegitimate child.
Hon. T. Walker: Picked up on the kerb-

stone.
Hon. WV. C. ANGWIN: I did not know

before tea, but I have learnt since, that no
member was asked to father the Bill in this
Chamber.

Mr. Pickering: That is not correct.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Ir is correct. If
there was a little game on before tea, it can-
net he played now. Discourtesy has been
shown to this House, because no arrangement
was made for any member hcre to father the
Bill. I do not know what was the reason of
that.

The Colonial Secretary: Perhaps another
place trusted to the merits of the Bill.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That may be so;
but there was great hesitation in this Cham-
bier before the measure was taken charge of.
It was done in such a mild way that the hon.
inember was almost ashamed of it.

Mr. A. Thomson: I aun not ashamed of
it at all.

Mr. Lutey: It would take mie than that
to shame him.

Ron. W. C. ANUWIN: The member for
Bunbury (-Mr. Money) said there was con-
siderable difference between anl expression of
opinion, as suggested by the Minister for
Works, and legislation. The Minister for
Works said that if any lion, member had the
courage of isi opinions he could bring the
matter forward in the House. That was by
way of a motion.

The Minister for Works: I challenged
them !

Hon. P. Collier: And it was a most heroic
thing to do.

Hon, W. C. ANOWIN: It is no0 use the
member for Katanning trying to put it on
to the Minister for Works. It shows that hie
was so ashamed of thle position, that he en-
deavoured to pitt it on the shoulders of some-
one else. Hec wanted the Minigter to carry

Mr. A. Thomson: I will carry At myself.
lon. W. C. ANOWIN: There is another

reason whly we should not consider thle Bill.
Ii deals wvith a matter that is a source of
revenue to the Government and which assists
in the development of the State. The GJov-
einment must admit that some of these works
aIssis.t greatly in the development of the
State and I ani surprised, therefore, that the
Govern ment should take p'art in assisting to
set down the second readling of the Bill for
the, next sitting.

The Premier: We have not seen the Bill.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am the more

surprised because, if such a Bill were neces-
sary, it should he dealt with by the Govern-
meat and not by a private member, mnore
Particularly by a private member in another
place.

The M,%inister for Works: You cannot
govern that man, whatever you try to do.

]lon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not want to
do so.

Hon. T. Walker: He wants to govern us.
Ron. P. Collier: le is laying down the

policy.
Mr. MNeCallum: He is trying to govern

the country himself.
Hon. w. C. ANGWTN: The Government

should not allow a private member in another
place to dictate a matter of policy.

874



(21 SEPTEMBE, 1922.)

-Mr. Pickering: The Government threw out
thle challenge.

Hon. W. C. ANG WIN: Theo Minter
mkerely auggvsted a motion that could be
brought forward in this. Chamber. If the
Government father a Bill of this description,
i all probability some action will be taken
regarding other Bills under consideration. I
can realise v-cry clearly why hon, members
are anxious that this Bill should come for-
ward at an early stage.

Mr. Pickering: It uwas too late in the
session last year.

Mr. "McCallum-. It will be a late session
this time before you get through with this
Bill.

Hon. W. C. AN_ GWIN: I can understand
that Somle members are instructed as to what
they shiall do9 in this matter. I also renlise,
that sonic of the people who have instructed
theni are commission agents.

Mr. Pickering: To whom are you refer-
ring?

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I also realise that
many of these 'persons who issue these in-
structions have no interest in Western Aus-
trali-

The Minister for Works: Esccept what they
can make obt of the State.

Hon. W. C. ANQWIN: The Minister for
Works should let me mnnke statements of that
description. Tf he makes such statements,
they will get hini into trouble with others
outside.

The VNiiiister for Works: You need not
worry about those outside.

lion, P. Collier: The Minister has. been
rnted for his attitude.

The Mfinister for Works:. T have been
sacked according to some people.

Hon. W. C. ANG WIN: These peon~le do
not care whether the piopulation of 'Western
Australia inerensvs or decreases so long ais
they get their comnussion.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hall. member is. get-
ting a hit uide of the question. Hie can dis-
cuss those mnatters when the Bill reaches the
second rendfing stage. Thne lion. member must
confine himself to the amendment.

Hon. W. V. ANOWIN: If I were dealing
with the Bill, I wouild treat it in a different
-manner. I would deal with the State trading
concerns as they affect the State and refer to
-the benefits derived from them. I nm not
doing that.

Mr. SPEARER: The hon. member must
confine himself to the amendment.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: T would like to be
shown how I can confine myself to the amend-
ment. The matter to which the Speaker is
trying to confine me is the amendment that
certain words should be struck out. The
question of the reading of the Bill this day
six months has not been moved and therefore
is not before the Chair.

Mfr. SPEAKER:- The hon. member must
speak to the amendment.

Member: Give him a little latitude.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: 'When you stated

the question from the Chair, Mr. Speaker, you

said that the hon. mnember had moved that
certain words be deleted with a view to in-
sertiag "this day six months.'' The amend-
ment referring to this day six months has
not been moved. I was trying to point out
that I could not discuss that aspect.

31r. SPEAKER: There is no necessity to
endeavour to point out that you cannot dis-
cuss a question not before the Chair.

Eon. T. Walker: I will deal with a point
of order.

Boa. W. 0. ANUWIN: I do not know how
I can discuss a matter of three words.

Mir. SPEAKER: ]En, members are not
going to make a farce of this Chamber while
I am in the Chair.

Ilon. W. C. ANGWLN: I have no intention
of doing any such thing.

Mr. SPEAKER: Ordert
laon. W. C. ANOWIN: I have been in this

House sufficiently long to know that I am not
doing that, and I have been here too long
for you, Mfr. Speaker, to tell me so.

Mr-. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
keep to the amendment.

Holl, W. C. ANOWIN: I have been trying
to do that all the time. I have been giving
reasons why the Bill should not be read a
second time, and I have not been ruled out
of order yet.

Mr. SPEAKER: The bon. member must
confine himself to the amendment.

Ilon. W. V. ANG WIN: I am trying to give
reasons and I will not be gagged.

12r. SPEAKER: Order!
Roii. P. Collier: The amendment gives wide

senile. He cannot confine himiself to three
words; it is ridliculous.

"Mr. SPEAKER: The lion, member most
confine himself to it.

ll. P. Collier:, 'Well, rule him out and we
will disagree with your rulling.

MNr. SPEAT(ER:- The hon. member must sot
thireatent the Chair.

R~on. F. Collier: The hon. member has no
intention of threatening the Chair.

M.Nr. SPEAKER: Order!
Ron. P. Collier: He is net going to be

gagged.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Heon. W. C. ANGWIN: As to the matter

before the Chair, I was endeavouring, without
any disrespect for the Chair-I never show
disrespect for the Chair if I can -aid it-to
give reasons why the Government should have
dealt with a Bill of this description and not
a private member.

Mr. Pickering: You tied me down the other
night.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: I did not. The
question is very wide indeed. I have never
before seen a bill introduced in such a way
as this one came before us to-day. I have
never known a Bill introduced here without
some member being made acquainted with its
Contents and the reasons for the Bill.

Mr. A. Thomson: I know the contents of
the Bill.
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Hon. W. CI. ANG WIN: You were not asked
to take charge of it. The bon. member was
ashamed of it when it came here. It is an
act of discourtesy to this Chamber in not
having the Bill brought down in a proper
pmner. I myself have taken up Bills from
private niemhers in another place, but I have
always been nmaule acquainted tith their con-
tents and their purposes before they were
handed to mue. SulIjtpse the Standing Orders
had been suspended when this Bill ea~me
along! It might have been put through in
one sitting, without any member here knowing
anything of the nature of the Bill. In my
opinion the Bill is framed, not in the interests

01 the people of Western Australia, but in
the Interests of commission agents and o
those in other States who are endeavouring
to bleed this State white. That being so,I
hope the amendment will be carried.

Mr. )TcCALLIU.% (South Fremantle) [8.31:
I have grave obijections to the secondl reading
of the Hill being taken at the next sitting. If

a Blllik tisis to be read a second time at
all, it should be as a measure brought down
by the Government. At every election since
the Labour Party initiated State Trading
Concerns, our friends opposite have made a
public outvry against those concerns. It was
one of the cries on which they were returned
to power. Vet they are not game to stand to
their guns. 'Ministers are trying to look very
innocent, hut I doubt whether they are al-
together innocent about the coming of this
Dill.

The Minister for Works: How could we
stop it?

Mr. MleCALLTJM : Why did not you
take action yourself, instead of allowing a
private member of another place to bring
down a Bill vitally connected with the Goy-
ement policy? Where shall "e get to if
the House is to let the Goverment sit back
while private nmenihers bring down Bills
in support of the Government policy? Of
course it Means considerable advantage to
the Government, because if the people take
exception to anything which is done by these
means, the Govermecnt can declare it was not
their doing, that it resulted from the action
of a private member. Why should the Gov-
ernment permit a private member to take
the business out of their hands$

The Premier: We cannot prevent mnem-
bers from introducing Bills.

Mr. MeCALLUM: But a Bill like this
should come from the Government, insteadi
of from a private member. The Notice
Paper contains 26 good reasons why the sec-
ond reading of this Bill should not be made
an Order of the Day for the next sitting of
the House. If it were so made an Order of
the flay, it mnight he put ahead of the 26
Orders already on the Notice Paper. I will
give some reasons why each of those 26
Orders should take precedence over this Bill.
Let me start with Order of the Day No. 1.

The Minister f or Works: What about No.
101

Av. MeCALIABI: No fear, let us deal
with N0\. I to-night. Probably it will occupy
our attention for the whole of the sitting. if
so, we can proced to take No. 2 at the next
sitting. Order of .the flay No. 1 is a motion
for a select committee to inquire into the
working of the Industries Assistance Board
Is the second readinig of this Bill to take pre-
cedence over so important a motion, involving
millions of money, the credit of the people and
possibly the stability of the Agricultural
Bank?

The Premier: The object of the proposed
inquiry is to abolish the 1Indu'.trics Assist-
ance Board.

Mr eALI: No; this party estab-
lished that board, and we are proud of the
good wyork it has done.

The Premier: We will give you all the
credit for its establishment. Will that satisfy
you?

Mr. 'MeLALLUMh: No, I watt to give rea-
sons why the second reading of this Bill
should not have precedence over the motion
for a select committee.

The Premier: You do not know what the
Bill is.

Mr. 'MeCALLUMI: Then it has no right to
be under diseusaion here. However, we do
know nil about it.

The Premier: Well, let us get it on the
Notice Paper, where it will be dealt with on
its merits.

Mr. 'McCALLTJM: You cannot say that.
Hon. members opposite are not allowed to
express their opinions.

.\r. 3dann: Whom do you include in that?
'Mr. MeGALLUMI: All members of the

Country Party. None of them has a free
mind. If they fail to carry out the instruc-
tions of Monger and the rest of the heads,
it will bte the end of their political lives.

Mr. Pickering: Can the han. member dis-
cuss the Primary Producers' Association on
this motion?

Mr. SPEAKER: No, the bon. member is
not in order.

Mr. MrCALLTJM: It would be different if
we were satisfied that the Country Party
would deal with the matter on its merits, or
were permitted to ext reise their judgment and
give a free vote. When theyv are controlled
by an outside junta meeting in a little back
room in StL George's terral)-

Mry. Pickering: On a point of order, I ask
wxhether the hon. member is in order in dis-
ceasing the Primary Producers' Association.

Mr. Lamnbert: Sit down!
-.%r. SPEAKER: The hot. member is not in

order.
Mr. MeCALLIDI: I was reply' ing to an

interjection by the Premier that the matter
should be discussed on its merits. The Pre-
muer should read that lesson to his friends on
the cross benches. I could go on speaking for
a considerable time, but I have said sufficient
to indicate w~hat will happen if members per-
sist in forcing this Bill through. I protest
ag-ainst an individual member taking out of
tbe bands of the Government legislation in-
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volviag a question of policy, the responsibility
for which should be shouldered by the Gov'-
ermnent.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority against

Arse.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mur.
Mr.
Mrs.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Aagwir.
Chesson
Clydesdale
Collier
Carboy
Heron
Lambert
Lotey

Angelo
Carter

Cowan
Davis.
Durack
George
Gibson
Harrison
Hickmnott
Johnston
Latm.
C. C. Maley
H. IC. Maley

Aye-Mr. Walker

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mrt.
Mr.
Mr.

Nos.
Mr.
Sir
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mi.

Mi
Mc

si)
WI
WI
01

M
Jam
MO
p1p
P1P
Ri
Ss
at,
A.
Jr.
Ml

PAIR.
INO.-6

Amendment thus negatived.

,Mr. SPEAKER: The questii
motion be agreed to.

Point of Order.

Hon. P. Collier: I rise to aI
The motion va stated by you se
that the second rending of the
an order of the day for the n
the House. Standing Order 266

After the first reading, a
be put I'That this Bill be
the second reading made an
day for some future day.

'That is not the motion moved
her for Katanning. I submi
tanding Order 266 it is not

youa to accept the motion.
Mr. Speaker: That Standii

been complied with, because the
sentod to the House printed, a
no necessity to move that it be
next procedure, therefore, was
the second reading be made an
day for some future day. I thi:
of the Opposition is keferrittg ti
ating in this Chamber, the title
is available when the first read
The point of order cannot be

Hon. P. Collier: The fact that the Bill
has come to the House printed does not affect
the Standing Order.

Mr. Speaker: Thes ban, member most dis-
sent from my ruling if he wvishes to discuss

15 it.
241 Hon. P. Collier: May I direct attention
* 24 to the fact that the procedure raised by my

-point of order is the psrocedure that is fol-
- lowed when Bills originate in this Housel9

-Usually we have only the title of the Bill and
as it has not been printed, the House orders

Lrshall it to be printed.
coasum r.; A. Thomson: I rise to a point of

M0.9 Mr. 0 'Loghlen: You will get all you want

ho1och presently.
Icson Mr. A. Thomson: Is the Leader of the
Loghlen Opposition in order in proceeding to debate

(Teler.) your ruling?
Mr. Speaker: The Leader of the Opposi-

tion has risen to a point of order and I am,
patiently waiting for hinh to defie it. The

arm member for Katanning will resume his seat.
mies Mitichell Hon. P. Collier: 1 was craving your inl-
ney doslgenee to call attention to another Stand-

,kerlng ing Order, No. 318, which reads-
ease Public -Bills coming to the Assembly the

cbardson first time from the Legislative Council shall
mpsonbe proceeded with in all respects as similar

ibbs Bills presented in pursuance of orders of
Thomann the Assembly.
Thomson Under that Standing Order I submit it is in-

ullany eunibent upon the House to deal with Bills
(Teler.) coming from another pluse, be they printed

or otherwise, in a similar manner to Bills
originating in this Chamber. I maintain that
it is necessary to include in the motion that

Ir Underwood the Bill be printed.
Mr. Speaker: I cannot uphold the point of

order. The bon. member knows as well as I
oil is that the do that, when a Bill is introduced by a Min-

ister or a private member, the motion for
printing it follows the lirst reading. It is
not Incumbent upon us to follow the exaet
wordling of Standing Order No. 318. If I

point Of Order, kept to the letter of the Standinq Orders I
veral times is nam afraid members' latitude would be cur-
Bill be made0 tailed.
ext sitting of R oil. P. Codllerl I !rolioso to dissent from

reads.- your ruling if yob rule me out on the ground
question shall that you aire not keeping tto the Standing
printed " and Orders. You have made an extraordinary
order of the statement.

Mr. Speaker: Not on this, but on other
matters of debate. The requirements of the

h y the ifem- Standing Orders as regards this Bill have
that under been complied with. The Bill had already

competent for been printed, and there was no necessity to
incud diecions for printing in the motion.

ig Order has Hall. P. Collier: You have made a state-
Bill was pre- ment that if you kept to the Standing
ad there was Orders-
printed. The Mr. Speaker: In. ordintity debate.
to moave that Hon. P. Collier, I shall have to bow to
otider of the your ruling, but I hold that the Standing

nk the Leader Orders I have quoted supPort ly Contentioh.
o Bills Origin- My. Sp~eaker flDoes the hon. member
onIv of which dissent from my rulingi
ibg i9 moved. Hon. P., Collier iNo, the nuinbers. am
abstained, there.
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Question put and a division taken with the
following resultt-

Ayes - .. . .. 24
Noes . .. . .. 14

Majority for . -

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Carter
Mrs. Cowan
Mr. Davies
Mr. Durack
Mr. George
Mr. Gibson
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hlckmott
Mr. Jobnston
Mr. Latbam
Mr. C. C. Maley
Mr. H. K. Maley

M r. Angwio
Mr. Obesson
Mr. Clydesdale
Mr. Collier
Mr. Corboy
Mr. Heron
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Latler

10

Area.
Mr. Mann
Sir Jame. Mitchell
Mr. Money
Mr. Pickering
Mr. Plesse
Mr. Richardson
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Stubbs
Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Mullany

(Tag~er.)

NOS.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr-

Marsball
Mccallums
Munale
Wilicock
Wilmoa
o'Legblen

( Teller.)

Question thus passed.

BILL-LIGHT AND AIR
MENT.

ACT AMEND-

Received from the Council and read a first
time.

The PREMIER (H~on. Sir JTames Mitchell
-Northam) [8.33]: 1 move-

That the Bill be printed and the second
reading made an Order of the Day for the
nest sitting of the House.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) (8.34]: 1
rise to a point of order. It is not necessary
to have in the motion the words "The Dill
be printed," according to the ruling yeu
have just given in connection with another
Dill received from the Council.

Mr. SPEAKER: When I stated the ques-
tion I did not hare the Bill that was before
the Clerk. The Bill is printed in the same
form as the other was. I accepted the motion
as it was moved. There is no neessity to rule
it out of order because the word ''printed"
is inserted in it I cannot uphold the point
of order.

Question put and passed.

LIGHTING OF ASSEMBLY CHAMBER.

Mr. SPEAKER : I1 desire to draw
members' attention to the -fact that
there has been. great difficulty from
time to time with reference to the light.

ing of this Chamber. The present arrange-
muents are supposed to be the last word
iii lighting, and have been on trial since
Tuesday. It will have been approved or
otherwise by the end of the week. I have
heard no complaints from members so far,
but if they have any to make I shall be
pleased to bear them in my room after the
House rises.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

MOTION-INIJSThIES ASSISTANCE
BOA-RD.

To inquire by Select Committee.

Debate resumed from 31st August on the
following motion by Hon. W. C. Angwin:-

That a select committee be appointed to
make full inquiries into the administration
of the Industries Assistance Board.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
-Northam) [8.37]: 1 am not going to offer
any objection to this motion. If bon. mem-
bers "'ant an inquiry into this matter I am
willing that they should have it. The mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle (flon. W. C.
Angwin) makes a good chairman of a select
committee, and I am sure the inquiry will be
a very thorough one. When the House is in-
formed as to the results of it, it will know
all about the Industries Assistance Board.
The hon. member said the Act was a tem-
porary measure and should now be abolished.
I hope the inquiry will convince him that it
has done good work, is doing good work, and
will continue to do good work. Seeing that
the State is being developed by people who
in many cases have only a limited experience
and capital, the work must be carried on in
this way. We pay less for our agricultural
development than any other State of the
Commonwealth. The hall. member also says
there is discontent throughout the State.
That is entirely wrong. There are naturally
a few discontented farmers. It does not
matter how much they get, they will always
grumble. 'The hon. member further said
that there was a sum of nearly £1,400,000
owing to the board. That is quite true, but
against that there is the crop from over
600,000 acres soon to be harvested. It cost
a considerable amount of money to put that
acreage under crop. Stock and implements
bought by the board represent £E700,000. The
proceeds in respect of last year's crop were
£664,430, and from previous pools £172,926.
The clients of the board hare paid to the
Government over a million of money in land
rents and interest, and on account of pur-
chases of one sort and another. Since the
inception of the board the total amount paid
to the credit of its clients amounts to nearly
£E6,'000,'000. More than a fourth of the wheat
produced in the State since the inception of
the board has been produced by those clients.
There must be some losses on these transac-
tions, but the enormous amount of money
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produced as the result of the work of those
clients has been of great banefit to the State.
The old creditors of the board's clients are
still owed £320,000. When the board was
established the amount was £670,000, so that
f.350,000 has been paid off.. But for the
board the capital involved in this respect
would have been much greater. I hope the
outstanding amounts will be p'aid before long.
By permission of the Minister any of these
ci editors can sue any particular clients of
the board. If a client has surplus assets
which he will not part with, the creditor may
sue him. That provision was inserted in the
Act of 1919. It is not righf that a man who
can pay his outside creditors should be pro-
tected. All business is now on a cash basis,
so that the trader runs no risk. The bon.
member also said the board could only be
guided by the reports of its inspectors. That
i~4 true. These reports are made by mn wvho
know their business, and after careful in-
quiry. The system of government under the
Act is through the reports of the inspectors.
He also said the State was making a big loss.
There was a loss from the first day of the
establishment of the board. A sum of
V34,000 was lost through the importation by
the board of fodder for the assistance of
farmers. We do not hide the losses, but show
them in our statements. The bon. gentleman
said, too, that the reports do not disclose the
true position of the board's affairs. There,
also, the bon. gentleman is wrong. He is not
often wvrong, but as regards the board he has
been wrong on several occasions. 'When he
has all the papers, sitting as chairman of the
select committee, he will be able to correct
his errors. It would be a very simple matter
to conduct a great scheme of agricultural
development if every man assisted were a
capable farmer, a good mnaiger, and a good
worker, with good land. It is the indifferent
mnin on indifferent land who makes the posi-
dion impossible. 'Thme trouble is seldom with
the mn who has been settled on fairly good
country. On account of the 1911 drought a
great many men took up light land, and they
are the men who have given a good deal of
trouble. However, they have been under
close control for a number of years now. Gen-

erally the farmers on the board have done
excellent work. A great many of them are
free of the board-I think 1,100. About 900
soldiers have been brought under the opera-
tions of the board, as part of the soldier
settlement scheme. Because of that fact, the
figures are higher than they would otherwise
be. But for the soldier clients the figures
would, indeed, be comparatively small. I
trust the House will realise the value of the
hoard's work. Had it not been for the opera-
tion of the Industries Assistance Act, a
great many of the clients of the Agricul-
tural Blank would not be on the land to-
day, after two bad seasons, and therefore
would not have paid land rents, interest,'
and othcr charges to the Government. If
we have loqt something in money through
the ope rationsq of the Induptries Assistance
Board, we have gained indirectly to a very

much greater extent. The land rents col-
lected since the establishment of the board
are very much greater thant the losses of
the board . Prom this fact alone it will be
realised what the board bas meant to tme
State. We have the land in occupation now,
producing wealth and contributing to the rev.
caue, and doing good in a dozen ways. If
the select committee will take a proper view
of the situation, and make the closest inquiry
into the operations of the board, they will
bring up a report which will satisfy the House

not only that the board have done good work.
but work which ought to be continued.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I did not say the
balance sheets were incorrect.

The PREMIER: I understood the hon.
member to say the reports were unsatisfac-
tory.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I said that we wer.
four years without a report.

The PREMIER: I think the hon. member
is wrong there, too. Hle has been wrong
oftener in his statements on this subject than
I have known him to be wrong during all
the tinme I have been in the House. I do not
know what has come over the boa, gentleman.
To make three mistakes in a matter of this
kind is, in him, unpardonable. The public
hare a regard for his knowledge and accur-
acy-so munch no, according to one hon. mem-
ber, that they believe all he says.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I was too mild in this
matter.

The PREMTIER: It will he found that the
operations of t~d board are amply justified,
and should be continued in the interests of the
development of the country and for the pro-
tection of the money lent by the Government
for the clearing of land and tbe making of
improvements. Hon. members representing the-
farming districts know full well what the
board has meant to the State, quite apart from
what it has meant to the individual farmer.
There is no occasion for me to mention again
how much revenue has been contributed to-
the railway system and other State depart.
ments owing to the establishment of the
board.

lHon. W. C. Angitin: Yes, it is a very good
thing we started the board.

The PREMIER: It is only di pity that no
one else was there to start it. Every Gov-
eminent has to do its duty. I have no quar-
rel with hon members opposite over the es-
tablishment of the board. I do not offer the
slightest objection to the proposed inuiy
and I hope the House will discuss the select
committee's report, in order that the country
may be informed. I hope that the newspapers
will be appearing again in the next few days,
and that they will say something about hap.
penings in Parliament, so that the country
may learn that the mt'mber for North-East
Fremantle made three mistakes in the course
of his short speech on this motion.

-.%r. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [8.531: I do
not see that any great harm can result from
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having a thorough overhaul of the operations
of the Jndustries Assistance Board. The scope
of the proposed investigations, however,
should be wider. As regards Part III. of the
Industries Assistance Act, I think the Premier
wrill agree with me that the position in this
State is sufflictly serious to justify the Gov-
ernment in doing something- to counteract the
drift caused by imports into this State. NO
G3overnment can be said to be doing their
d,$ty if they fail to realise the seriousness of
such a position. To-day we are paying over
£A0 per head of our population by way of
impor.% and practivally all imports of articles
whi'h could be manufactured in tbis State.
Such a condition of affairs is simply deplor-
able, The sympathetic way in which tile Pre-
mier has often listened to arguments for the.

estalblishmncnt of secondary iindustries here has
led i to expect from him somie action in
that direction. I believe that a quarter or
half a million judieioiisly' expended in the
establishment of secondary industries in West-
era Australia would be well recouped. The
sums. I suggest are merely modest. I believe
there are big avenues here for the profitable
investulent of money and labour in that re-
sject. However, the organised industries of
the Eastern States, with their organised dis-
tributing agencies in We-stern Australia, ren-
der it almost impossible for a small company
ort body of individuals. to start a connecting
industry here. Surely bon. members will affree
that something is wrong n-ben a small State
like this imports 14 million pounds' worth of
goods per annum, while thousands of boys
here are unable to get work in any suitable
avenue of employment, while our University is
choklfol of trained men, while our schools
of mines are turning out some of the finest
metallurgists in the world, and while
qur technical schools are producing equally
good men. In such circumstances it is
simply deplorable tfiat parents should be
compelled to send their children, who have
received such blab class education, away from
Western Australia in order to obtain work.
$urely thie Government are not altogether
helpless. Surely they must realise that no
State like Western Australia can go on with
a balance of trade of over two millions annu-
ally against it. Roughly, our imports are 14
millions per annum, against annual exports
of 12 millions. Thus tbere is a debit balance
of over two millions annually against this
young State- We are in the grip of Federa-
tion, and apparently cannot get out, and
ljherefore must meet the conditions. The
only, way to meet them, in my opinion, is for
the Government to take a strang stand and
gassist the secondary industries in the same
Wray as they have assisted agriculture. I
hold that uwider Part IT. of the Bill we could
and should create ~t burean of industries, with
capable teehnical men as directors.

Mr. Davies: Have we not got that now?
'Mr. LAIVBERT: No. We have, as a mat-

ter of fact, a Council of Industrial Develop-
pment; and I n not going to say anything

against thle honorary work they have done
and are doing.

Mr. UnderNsood: One could not say. any
good of any of them.

Mr. LAMBEIRT:, If I cannot say guod of
anyone, I do not say much harm. While the
Council of Industrial Development may be
attempting to do some good in an honorary
capacity, proniptd, like most of us, by a
patriotic desire to achlieve something for
Western Australia, thle problemi before the
State is altogether too big for the honorary
services of three or four men.

Mr. Mann: The province of the Council of
Industrial Development is too restricted.

Mr. LAMjBERT: Creating an honorary
body to deal with that poroblemn is to siend a
boy on a nina's errand. This problem repre-
sents the job of a big mnan, a mnan with big
vision, big outlook, big range, anti versa-
tility. These qualities it would be hard to
find in any one human being, but I believe
we have mecn capable of directing a bureau
of industries so as to do a con~siderable
amount of good for Western Australia. I
shall not particularise the industries, but
suirely it mu tst appeal to the Premier that
there is something wrong when we import
practically all our jamu, and a large propor-
tion of our leather and leather goods, as well
as all our linen goods. The fact that no linen
goads whatever are made in this State dis-
closes a deplorable condition of affairs.

Mr. A. Thomson : They intend starting
woollen miills at Albany, at any rate.

Mr. LAMBERT: I hiope the mills wvill be
started.

Hon. W. C. Ang win: Very few will be
started without Government money.

11r. Unde~rwood: None will start without
Government money, because some have
started aad failed.

r.LA'MBERT: If half a million were
evailuble for the starting of industries, with
adequate protection for the Government in-
terest;, I believe our yaunger industries
would develop to the sance extent as in the
Eastern States and elsewhere. I remember
thle time in Victoria when a school of politi-
cal thought held that not hiag could be made
in Australia. These times have been
chianged, however, by the organisation of
capital and the aggregation of wealth follow-
ing in the train of the successful establish-
ment of industries, We cannot expect that
stage in a young State like Western Aus-
tralia. We will never be an industrial State
until we have a man with a wide vision to
handle the situation and provide employ-
ment for our boys and girls. If private
individuals fail to provide for them, the
resnusibility should lie with the Glovern
meat. to deal with the matter. I hope the
Premier will not be so circumscribed in his
vision as to believe that the prosperity of
Western Australia begins and ends with
agriculture. Co-relative with that industry,
are the sccoalary industries. If thle Gov-
ernment are to be ever deaf to the constant
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appeals made to them, Western Australia
will make no progress with her secondary
in-dustries. 'Mr. Gray, the President of the
Chamber of Manufactures, is reported iii
one of thle Eastern States journals as say-
Ing that one of the things most responsible
for thle de6i-it in Western A ustralia and the
general backwardness of her finances is that
we are not balancing the exports with the
imports. 1 feel inclined to move an amend-
bleat to the motion in order to extend the
scope of thle inquiry to deal with the appli-
cation of the Industries Assistance Act to the
establishm~ent of secondary industries. I be-
lieve the L'renier is sufficiently seized with
the importance of this matter to have it thor-
ouglily investigated. It is to his credit that
lie haF been ever ready to assist in one or
two small projectli I hav-e been coiinected with,
but from the point of view of bigger things
for Western Australia, I am Impatient to ise
him move, and to have our secondary iMiles-
tries dealt with in the same organised way
that agriculture has been treated. I believe
it can lie done, but so long as we hesitate
and dilly-daily with the question, we shall
not get anywhere. Tt is for Parliament to
give a lead to provide a sound policy to gor-
eia the extension of secondary industries in
this State. From conversations I have had
with the Premier, I know that not only can
hie get money, but that he would make it
.available if the advances were under control,
as they ore under the Industries Assistance
Act in relation to agriculture. It is no good
Parliament continuing its hypocrisy and
empty-Iinndedness, in dealing withl this Mat-
ter. The paramount problem confronting
parents everywhere in Western Australia re-
lates to the future of the boys and girls.
I know of dozens of young chemists and
others from the Technical School who are
seeking positions.

The Colonial Secretary: WVe have to bring
tradesmen from overseas.

1%Er. Moraie: And now many of them are
going overseas.

The Colonial Secretary: We have an in-
sufficient number of our own people for the
trades.

Mr. LAMBERT: The Minister niay know
something about the printing trade. I am
dealing with secondary industries. Almost
every student turned out by the Technical
School has to go elsewhere for a livelihood.

Mr. Harrison: What is the cause of that?
Mr. LAMBERT: We have not the indus-

tries to absorb them.
Mr. Underwood: No; the technical schools

are no good.
Mr. Harrison: The trouble is your unions

will not permit them to be trained.
Mr. LAMBERT: For God's sake, don't

go on croaking in that stupid manner! As
a matter of fact, the lion, member knows, it
be knows anyhn at all, that we have not the
industries ,vhrewe can place one-fifth of
our boys and girls.

Mir. Harrison: What is the good of talking
about the Technical School' Where are our
apprentices and our journesymenfl

Mv. LAMI3ERT: I am referring to the in-
stitutions for which Western Australia is
paying, such as the Uiversity, the technical
schools and the School of Mines. What is
the use of barking in that semui-political
style ?

MrI. Harrison: The trouble is you will not
ahsorb thenm.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
memiber for Avon will have an opportunity
later on. Let the member for Coolgardie
state his ease.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not think there
should he unreatonalble restrictions regarding
our artisans, It would be a deplorable and
heathenish thing. I trust other members
will speak on this question and impress upon
P'arliamient the necessity for the encourage-
nent of seronda-y industries for the suceess-
ful absorption of capital and labour in West-
ern Australia.

Question put and passed.
Ballot taken and a select committee np-

pointed consisting of Messrs. Latham, Gib-
son, Angelo, Lutey and the mover (Hon. W.
C. Angwin), with power to call for persons
and papers, to sit on days over which the
Hlonse stards adjourned, to adjourn from
place to Place and] to report on 19th October.

MOTION-OTh PROSPECTING.
Order of the Day read for the resumption

from 7th September of the debate on the
following motion by 'Mr. Underwood:-

That in order to encourage prospecting
for Mnearal oil, the House is of opinion
that the Minister for Mines, in pursuance
of the powers conferred upon him by See-
tion 7 of ''The 'Mining Act Amendment
Act, 1920,'' should cancel all prospecting
licenses which are not being efficiently
worked, and that in future no prospecting
license shall be granted for an area greater
than 1,000 square miles.

The PREMIER (ion Sir James Mitchell
-Northam) (9.20]: 1 move-

That consideration of this motion be
postponed.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: Can the hon. member

move such a motion without fixing a doal
Till when would he postpone it?

The Premier: Till next Thursday.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: Will it come at the

beginning of next Thursday's business.
The Premier : I have no coatrol over

the Notice Paper in respect of private mem-
bers' business. If I had, I would put this
motion up again next Thursday. In the ab-
sence of the Minister for Mines, we cannot
speak to the motion.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I submit that on the
practice of the House it is not right to
postpone consideration of a motion. If
the debate be adjourned the motion goes
to the bottom of the list; but this is not an.
adjournment. If Ministers are to postpone
motions in this way, members cannot hope
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to get their motionsi tbrough. This is against
the practice of the House. Private members'
business comes in its turn, and Ministers have
no right to alter the order of precedence by
moving the postponement. If it be post-
poned, it should be to a specific date, when the
motion will take its place again at the top
of the list.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: If the House
carries the motion moved by the Premier this
Order okf the Day will go to the bottom of
the list.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: I move an amend-
ment-

That the words "tiln this day week" be
added.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The motion wrill
still be placed at the bottom of the list.

Mr. UN\DERWOOD:- I do not wish to be
offensive, but I have put this motion fairly
before the Hfouse, and if I cannot get an
opportunity to reply to the debate I will have
to move in some other direction.

Mr. RICHARDSON: In the event of the
amendment being carried, can we be sure that
this motion will be discussed next week?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No.
Amendment put and passed; motion, as

amended, agreed to.

MOTION-COST OF LIVINIG.

Ta iaquire by Royal Commission.

Debate resumed from 7th September oil thle
following motion by Hon. P. Collier-

That in the opinion of the House a
'Royal Commission should be appointed for
the put-pose of ascertainling what suir of
money is necessary to allow a reasonable
minimum standard of living, having due
regard for the obligation entailed in the
maintenance of anl average family.
The PREMIER (Ron. Sir James Mitchell

-Northam) t9.27): The hon. member irimov-
ing the motion necessarily referred to the
Commission appointed by the Federal Gov-
erment to inquire into the question of a
living wage. I do not know that the Commis-
sion got very far, but I know that the judg-
ment given in the Harvester ease shows how
speedily the conditions are changing. Almost
from day to day do they change, and any
wage arbitrarily fixed must of necessity be
amended within a very short time. It would
be a happy state of affairs if we could arrive
at some solution of the difficulty. In this
country we ft 'wages by the Arbitration
Court.

Mr. Munsie: By the Harvester judgment-
which is most unfair.

The PREMXIER: The bon. member is wrong.
The position has entirely changed since the
delivery of that judgment. Each increase of
wages necessitates an increase in the cost of
living, which in turn is made the basis of
application for increased wages. It is difl-

cult by any inquiry to reach any fixed basis.
I doubt whether it can lie done. The Royal
Commission sat for 12 months, and I believe
at the end of that time did not roally find
what the basic wage should be.

Mr. Munsie: Yes, they did.
'Mr. Corboy: They did, but it was not

adopted.
The PREMIER: I do not think they actu-

ally reported what it should be. The Chair-
man of the Commission, a day or tueo after
the report was sent in, reported that the wage
suggested could not be adopted, because there
was not enough money in Australia to meet
the cost. The annual production would have
been insufficient to meet the wages bill. 1
think we have built our wages on an alto-
gether wrong basis. We take the cost of liv-
ing. Of coarse we must have some regard to
the cost of living, but it should be only
a consideration in fixing the rate of wages.

Mr. Munsie: We want a commission to fir
a fresh hasis -

The PREMIER: We have to learn that
wages canl only be paid from the earninvs of
the people receiving them. It is impassible
for long to pay wages from any other source.
We must have regard to the value of the work
done, quite apart from the cost of living. A
man should be paid] what he is worth; he
should be paid a. wage commensurate with his
output or- production. I do not know whether
that is taken into consideration at the present
time. I think the arguments in the Arbitra-
tion Court are based on the cost of living.

Mr. Munsie: The Arbitration Court insists
on that.

The PREMIER: That cannot stand for
any time; it is not fair to the worker. In this
country we have high protection. In some in-
stances industries are protected to the tune of
35 per cent. The other day there came tinder
my notice a comparatively small order-the
a moot was about £3.500-aad the duty was
nearly £1,000. Yet thle English mianufacturer
wvas able to land. that order more cheaply
at Fremantle than Eastern States manu-
facturers. I1 do not knoiw how that came
to be so; it did not seem to be at all right.
We should have been able to beat the
British manufacturer on that order. The
idea of the hon. member is perfectly sound
and good if it were only practicable. I
do not think it is.

Mur. Munsie: Not to appoint a Royal Comn-
mission to inquire?

The PREMIER: I do not ko. how the
most perfect inquiry would be able to result
in any lasting good. Some members might
say that we should take Knibbs' figures.
I do not know that members consider
Enibbs always satisfactory.

Mr. Mausie:, He has been absolutely
wrong with regard to house rent in Western
Australia for the last five years.

The p-RngE%9R: T doubt whether mem-
bers would take Knibba always, flow Could
we regulate wages on the finding of a coin-
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mission which must inquire and report on
thle conditions existing at the moment.

Mr. -Munsie: As the purchasing power of
a sovereign increases or decreases, so you
could determine it.

The PREMIER: It is intended to deter-
mine the purchasing power of the sover-
eignI

Mr. Lambiert.- The shopkeeper determines
it day by day by what he gives you for a
sovereign.

Mr. Clydeadale: Or by what he does not
-give you?

The PREMIER: I would like to know
how it is to be done.

Mr. Ifunsie: They do it to-day.
The PREMIER: Not in the way the hon.

member suggests.
Mr. Munsie: I do. not approve of the

Harvester judgment. I want another basis
established1 in lieu of the Harvester judg-
mnent.

Mr. Richardson: It might be worse.
Mr. Munsie: It could not possibly he

worse.
The PREIAEJER : The experience of

similar inquiries to date has not been very
encouraging. The Arbitration Court appar-
entlyv is unsatisfactory to a great many
people. To-day there is a strike in the
printing trade, and apparently the strikers
will not go to the Court to have their wages
adjusted.

Mr. Munsie:- They are having a little
holiday.

The PREMIER: Ye;, much to the annoy-
ance and inconvenience of the public. The
Arbitration Court does not seem to be en-tirely satisfactory. I do not know just
'what could take the place of the court.
Some tribunal is necessary to fix wages.

Mr. Munsie: The Arbitration Court will]
do me if it is on a fair basis.

The PREMIER: I am sure the hon. mem-
ber would advise alt thuse who have any
trouble to go to the court.

MT-. Munisie: Yes, if you will put it on a
fair basis, hut it is not on a fair basis
to-day.

The PREMIER: Would it ever be on a
footing which would suit everybody.

Mr. Munsie: It could be on a fair foot-
ing.

The PREMIER: It is on a fair footing
now. It is a question of evidence produced
before a judge.

Mr. Munsie: No, it is not.
The PREMIER: I do not see how it can

be fairer. I would not mind assisting in
passing any motion if we could get some
lasting results. It is certainly wrong that
we should have arbitration and strikes. It
ought to be possible to regulate wages by
some means or other in a way satisfactory
to all concerned. I doubt if we can do that
if we fix wages only on the cost of living,
and there appears to be the cause of the
trouble, It is ridiculous to think that any-
one would be willing to take less than he

is getting to-day, no matter whether the
individual concerned was an employer, a
worker a judge of. the Supreme Court, or
a member of Parliament. When reduction
is mentioned, men of course will object. I
do not know that industry can always pay
the wages which might be fixed by arbitra-
tion or by other means.

lion. P. Collier: Or the profits either.
Profits as well as wages are drawn from the
article produced.

The PREMIER: The production must be
able to stand the weekly wages cheque.
Naturally profits are affected. As the em.-
ployer wants his profits, so the worker
wants his wages, and the two should be
able to arrive at some satisfactory basis.
The Leader of the Opposition no doubt
moved the motion with the idea that it
would overcome some of the industrial
trouble. 'We in this State have been fairly
free from strikes, though not so free as we
should like to be.

Hon. P2. Collier: We have a very popular
strike at preseut.

The PREMIER: I should say it was a
very unpopular one.

The 'Minister for Works: We will settle it
on Saturday.

Mr, Mfunsie: I hope it lasts until after the
Federal elections. If it does we shall have
a chance of getting justice.

The PREMIER : The absence of the
newspapers is certainly a loss to the State.

lion. P. Collier: It is a national service,
People are now beginning to think for
themselves instend of having the thinking
done for them.

The PREMIER: It is a very serious loss
to the community. If the, papers were
being published the electors of the miemher
for South IFremantle might to-morrow have
been able to read his speech and been
greatly edified by it, but the papers are not
being published because of the strike. We
cannot regard lightly a strike of this sort.
Can members suggest any way of averting
strikes or overcoming the present one?

Mr. Munsie: Give us the commission.
The PREMIER: The present strike is not

over the question of wages. I am afraid
the appointment of a commission would not
achieve what the hon. member thinks it
would.

Mr. Munsic: I think it would.
The PREIER: I do not see how it could

do any lasting good. This House would c~er-
tainly agree to the motion if it would have
any good effect.

Mr. Munsie: I think it would have.
The PREMIER: I doubt it. The Leader

of the Opposition made an excellent and ex-
haustive Speech. I am not permitted to quote
from "li1ansard'" of this session, but I must
say that he put up a very good ease. Ex-
perience, however, shows pretty conclusively
that such -an inquiry would not result in any
great or lasting good. There are a great
many people employed in the mining industry.
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If an inquiry of any sort would result in the
opening up of the mines at ]Kalgoorlie and
of their producing all they are capable of
producing, much good would be done, but is
it contended that by these means we might be
able to re-establish employment on the fields?

Mr. Heron: What about Owalial
The PREMIER: The same alpplies to

Owalia; the Lancefield M1ine closed down.
Could it by any means be re-opened? It
would he a gooa thing if we could arrange
that this and other industries might continue,

Mr, Heron: You lied better inquire into
the railway freights.

The PRtEALER: The trouble is that the
railway freights are due to increased costs,
the eo4t ot edal, the cost of commodities, sal-
aries and wages. The people working for
wages nust have wages sufficiont to cover
thn cost of living. The idea of the Leader
of the ()lopu.Ltion is sound and good, hut I
doubt whe-ther it will achieve any great re-
suits. Before the session closes, I hope the
IHoine will consider an amendment to the
Arbitration Act. I have discussed it with re-
presentatives of all parties and I think they
showed a very keen des ire to get an improve-
ment of the Act uhich will result in smoother
and more satisfactory woiag. I do not sup-
pose we caii by nay form of arbitration sat-
isfy both sides all the time, but we can mwake
an attempt by amending the Act. I hope
the House will realise that the result expected
of this comniission by sonic members is not
likely to he achieved.

Mr. -Munsie: I think it is.
The PREMIER: If the lion, member can

-show jiist what can result from the inquiry,
he will be doing a great s ri-icc to the coun-
try, especially if by his method we can settle
seine of the differences. which now exist. I
doubt whetherlthiat is posm-ible. The Arbitra-
tion Court should be far more effective.

Mr. M.Nuisie: Appoinlt the members of the
Arhitration Court as the Royal Commission
and I shall be perfectly satisfied.

The PREMIIER: With the ever-i-hanging
circumstances in the cost of living, the Arbi-
tration Court is the best tribunal. 'The House
must do ais it pleases with the motion-

Mr. 'Munslie: You will not oppose it.
The PREMTIER: I have pointed out that

I doubt whether any good would result from
passing it. I hope the mnember for Hfannans
will show what good will accrue, and how'
the commission might arrive at the satisfac-
tory result he expects.

Mr, Lambert: Are you open to conviction?
The PREMIER: The question is well un-

derstood by ev-ery member and I am satis-
fled everyone is looking for a solution of
the present industrial trouble. It is very
difficult to ascertain when the prices of
products are falling and the cost of living
is not doing so quite as quickly.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. MUNSIR (Hannas) (9.46]: There
is no necessity for any member to say much
fin support of the motion. Those who know

anything about industrial conditions in Aus-
tralia sand the inietliod that has been adopted,
since the Harvester judgment was delivered,
of fixing the wages paid to employees in this
State, appreciate the fact that the system is
not a fair one. The Premier has -said that
the Arbitration Court fixes wages on the
evidence adduced before it as to the cost of
living. That is a fallacy. The court fixes the
rate of wages to he paid on the evidence ad-
duced in accordance only with the Harvester
jucgniment. It has been admitted quite recently
b y bath Federal and State Arbitration Courts*-
that they see no other method of delivering
an award except to take the Harvester 3udg-
inent as a basis, and Knibbs figures as to the
variation in the purchasing power of the
sovereign. We want a Royal Conmnission to
show that the basis of the Hlarvester judg-
mnent is rng. That nill not he a ditficult
meatier. It would give satisfaction to both
employees and employers in this State if such
a Commission fixed the basis on which the
Arbitration Court could work. I should like
to -cc the memibers of the court appointed
to this Commision. They could then obtain
evidence which would be of great assistance to
them in settling industrial disputes. The
workers are placed in an unfair position. In
a ease already cited before the court the
workers hare to find the money to prove that
the Harvester judgment was wrong. That will
cost them at least £-S00. The workers are not
in a position to call evi~ence in the same way
that a Commission can do, or to xanmine
witnesses in the same way, but notwithstand-
ing this they have to spend money in an en-
deavour to prove that the basis of the judg-
mnent is wrong. No endeavour has yet been
made to prove that before the Arbitration
Court in Western Australia. It will take at
least four months to hear that ease, in which
the Harvester judgment is challenged, and
practically the whole cost till fall mupon
the workers. The Premier thinks we shiould
appoint a Royal Commission to make an in-
vestigation as to how much money a man
wants. I want a Commodity Commission. 1
want a Commission to decide what necessary
commodities a man and his dependents re-
quire in order that they may live in reason-
able comfort, and what these commodities
c6st. There would be fluctuations as the cost
goes up or is reduced. Even Mr. Justice Hig-
gis, who delivered the Han-ester judgment,
has repeatedly stated that it is not fair to
base the cost of living and the standard of
wages to-day upon that judgmnent. Ile has re-
peatedly appealed to the Federal Government
to appoint a Commission to arrive at a basis
outside of that judgment, but nothing has
been done. Tust prior to the last Federal
elections the Prime Minister at Bendigo told
the people, if he was returned, he would im-
mediately appoint a Royal Commission to find
out what the living wage was for a man,
his wife end two ehildren in Australia. A
Commission was appointed with Mir. Pidding-
tons as chiairmanz and the inquiry lasted 12
months. Immediately the report was submit-
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ted to Parliamnent the Prime Minister re-
pudiated it, and point blank ref used to have
anything to do with it. He even directed
the Commission to make a second report. This
is in black and white. The excuse put up was
that in fixing waL.e.; the comuission had taken
into account 20,000 children who did not ex-
ist.

Mrs. Cowan: It was much more than that;
45,000 I think.

Mr. Davies: It was for a man, his wife
and three children, not two chuldi en.
MrI. MNI:I want a Commision to fix

a hosis for a man, his wife, and three chil-
dren.

NIr. Davies;: Mr. Piddington dealt with the
enw. of a man his wife and three children,
but the average for Australia turned out to be
two children per family, and there were thus
more children provided for than actually
exi-sted.

"Mr. MIJTNSIE: If that were so, how did
the Federal Parliament obtain evidence by
which they could refute that given before the
tCommtissiun ? Parliamnent took the statistics
as they wore published from year tn year, but
I do not know how it discovered that all
thes, children did not exist.

M.Nrs. Cowan: There was a tremendous nuni-
ber of single inca. included.

Mr. M.1TINIE: If a LRoyal Commissionl
were appointed, f amn satisfied that sufficient
evidence could be todduced to enabl.e the Ar-
bitration Court to arrive at a different basis
from the Harvester judgment.r A ease was
heard in connection with the miners in Kal-
goorlie revently. 'Mr. 3lcKenney was advocate
for the miners ndi addressed the court. He
appealed against the system of tiring wages.
uinder the Harvester judgment. The judge
said, "runless you s~et uip some other standard
or 6ome authority sets one uip, I amn compelled
to accept the Harvester judgment.'' That is
what all the judges do. Because of this the
%workers have to be humiliated. They have to
tell the court the cost of every bit of apparel
they and their families wear, and show what
the cost is of everything they cnt and drink.
When, however, they want the employers to
produce their books, and want to kinow how
much profit the employers are making, and
whether an industry can afford to pay more
wsages or not they are denied that right. All
we iiant i"9 a Commission to find out what
commodities are neesnsary to enable a man's
home to be kept in reasonable comfort, andl
the amount it is nooessary to allow him for
the purchase of those commodities. Surely no
one will dear to any man or woman in this
State the rirzht to live in a reasonable stand-
ard of comfort. That is all we want. I ad-
mit we have not so much industrial trouble
in Western Australia as there is in the other
States. MuIch credit for this is due to the

cmenr for South Frenmantle(M. eal
lum). He has prevented wore trouble than
any other 10 men in the State. He has al-
ways battled in the interests of what he be-
lieved to be right, the interests of the work-
er. He has always had to fight the odds set

tip by the Harvester judgment. It is time
the Government made a wove in the matter.
Seeing that the Arbitration Court has to deal
with alt these questions, the members of that
trilmunal are the propor people to appoint for
such an inquiry. They would then be in a
1 osition to arrive at a definite basis of wages.
If this could be done the Premier would be
al Ie to biia-t of even less industrial trouble
than hitherto.

Mr. DAVIES (Guildford) [10.0]: 1 would
he delighted to give this amotion my full sup-
huort it I thought it would toad towards the
objiet s'igge'ted bly timo last speaker.

'Mr. Muie:iv WhAy not give it a trial?
Mr. DAVIES: Though I listened atten-

tively to the speech of the Leader of the
Opposition, I failed utterly to understand
what object wouild lie gained by carrying tlje
mjotion. Is it suggested that by carrying the
motion the House should repudiate the report
of the Piddington Bas'ic Wage Commission?

Mr. muesie: it has been repudiated for
l's.

'Mr. 1)AVIES: Let inc state how the mat-
ter apl cars to ine. The lest speaker said
that the Prime -Minister promised a Royal
Comisnsion on the Basic Wae, and that im-
mediately the Royal Conimission presented its
report he repudiated that report.

Mr. Mtunsie: That is quite true.
Mr, DAVIES9: The Prime Minister has

dlone nothing of the kiind.
Mr. Mlunsie: I say he has, and "'Han-

sa rd' proves it.
Ifr. Wilockt Are the workers getting

that basic wage?
Mfr. DAVIES: Mr. Justice Higgins has

been qiiotedl tiuses out of number in connec-
tion with this subject.

'Mr, Munsie: lie delivered the Harvester
judgment, and hie ham asked the Federanl Gov-
ernmient timies Out Of number to appoint an-
other Royal Commission.

Mr. DiAIES: Mfr. Justice Higgins was
the first judge who had an opportunity of
putting into operation, if he so desired, from:
the Arbitration Court bench the Piddington
basic wage.

MrT. Willcock: Hughes promised hie would
do it by' an Act of Parliament.

Mr. DAVIES: The following vnas tele-
graphed from Melbourne on the 15th Decem-
ber, 1920:-

During the edatittued hearine of the
plaint of the Amalgamated Society of En-
gineers against the Adelaid.e Steamship
Co., Ltd.. and others, before "Mr. Justice

'Higgins in the Arbitration Court to-day,
Mr. E. H. Barker, who appeared for the
engineers, intimated that he desired to put
in the finding of the flasic Wage Commis-
sion in support of the claims. "'I hope,"
remarked MNr. Justice Higgins, "that the
parties will understand that I hare consid-
ered that findina, and will at some time
have to speak about it; hut I am satisfied
that the basic wage referred to is not the
baisic wage as accurately understood at all.
Owing to a mistake, I think not by, the
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Commission, but by the person, whoever
he wasl, who drafted clause 1, what has
been found by the Commission is not the
basic wage. 'Basic' means the base, and
here in place of confining the finding to the
base they have taken in the first, second,
and third storeys. The basement is different
for the first, second, and third storeys. It
will help all the parties to know the atti-
tude in which I approach the matter.''

Let me suggest to the Leader of the Opposi-
tion that if he desires to bring into operation
something which will assist particularly the
married people of this State, he should move
for the appointment of a Royal Commission
to inquire how the Piddington basic wage can
be brought into operation here. There is now
a Labour Government in Queensland. By way
of interjection the other night-I am bound
to mention this, and do it only with the idea
getting the matter cleared upi-the member
for Perth (Mr. Mann) inquired whether
anyone in Australia had as yet put
into operationl the Piddington basic wage.
The member for South Fremantle (Mr.
'MeCallum) replied, ''No, not yet.'' There-
upon the member for Burnons (.%r. M.%unie)
added, " With the exception of Justice
Mcawley in Queensland"

-Mr. Mfunsie: T did not say anything of
the kind. I said that Justice MeCawley in
Queensland had repudiated the Harvester
judgment, and hadl given an award 10s. 6d.
per week above that judgment. T do not
care what you have there.

'Mr. DAYIES: I an, not permitted to read
fromt "'Hansard,'' but I took a note of the
iiords, and those are the words.

Mr. Muntsie: I do not care. I did not
may it.

Mr. DAVIES: If the words are repudiated
anybody can look them tit in "Hnar.

Hion. P. Collier: The member for Hannians
could not have said that, because everybody
knows that the i'iddington basic wage was
not put into operation in Queensland.

Mr. Mfunsie: I said that MeCawley had
repudiated the Harvester judgment and was
the only judge who hadl done so. I do not
dispute that you have the statement there,
but I say I never made it.

Mr. DAVIES: The statement is substan-
tiated by ''Hausard.'' I took the words
down as they were uttered. Tustice MeCawley
never departed front the basic wage laid down
by the New South Wales Board of Trade,'
£4 5s. per week, although he had the oppor-
tunity of doing so.

Mr. Munsic: Has McCawley departed from
the Harvester judgment?

7Mr. DAVIES: No\.
Mr. Corbsov: MeCawler has.
Mr. Munsie: It is useless arguing with a

man like you.
M.\r. DA VIES: I wish the bon. member

would not argue with me, but let mae get on
with my statement. I will not say' one word
that cannot be substantiated from the lips of
the men concerned in the matter. What is
wrong with the whole business is, in a nut-
shell, this: when Justice Higgins said that

people hadl added second and third storeys,
hie meant that in laying down the basic wage
in the Harvester ease he had proceeded on a
certain unit per family. Mr. Piddington
altered that unit per fnamily, taking more
children than were allowed for in the Har-
vester judgmlent. The effect was to alter
tile basis. Thle average Australian family
had been taken at three per married couple.
However, that has" been altered as the result
of statemients from thle workers, which are
ourecord. Mr. Theodore, of QueensqLandl sad
that if hle had his waoy Ilie would make the
basic wage so much for a married manl and
his wrife, with a bonus for eat child. If
we could agree onl that basis, it would be
quite possible to put the basic wage into op-
eration herec to-morrow. But "lhat is wrong
iq that lion. members oppositc' desire to apply
to the single manl the Piddington basic wage,
which is calculated for a married man, a
wife, and thr ee children.

11r. Wilson: Does not the single Juan do
the work?

M r. DAV %'IS: I am not arguing that
point. We are now talking about the basic
wage. The member for Bouldler in the course
of his speech on time motion said-

The wage fixell by Mr. JIustice Higgins
ait that time has been, taken as the standard
of thle basic wage by practically all wage-
fixing tribunals ever since..It is neces-
sary to consider the circum~stances that ex-
Wil at the time that award was mnade,
and the circumstances surrounding the
maoking of the award. It was the first in-
oni rv of its kind that had been nmade in
Australia. 'Necessarily, those who were
associated with the inqiry, were nm who
had Find no previous experivee. They
were not skilled] in the manner~ in which
the- aire skilled to-d0 - in the presentation
of a ease before the Arbitration (Court....
The (ourt "-as called upon to fix what it
considered to be a fair wage for men who
were on the lowest rang of the industrial
ladder'
Mr. Mimnsie: Are those words wrong?
Mr. ])AVJES: Ta a sense they are wrong,

and in a sense they are right. The men
referred to were onl the lowest rang of the
industrial ladder because they were labourers
it, tile Sunshinte Harvester Works, But they
"-elre not onl that lowest rung onl which stands
the mail who cannot earn an economic wage.
There is a difference between a minimum
wage, and a basic wage which is regardless
ot. a manl'a value to the zornaunity. There is
a man who earns a wage in excess of the
basic wage, which higher wage, however, he
does not get, because there are nmany mecn
who receive the basic wage without earning
it, and for whom he has to make up.

'Mr. Wilson: Who is going to be the judge
of that?

Mr. DAVIES: The basic wage is based
not on the man as a worker, but on the an
as a family man. I have heard an employer
in the brick-making industry say that if be
hadl his way he would not employ one married
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man, because a married matt cannot earn as
much as a single mn. I quote that merely
to show the nonsense talked by sonme em-
ployers. In the Government railways 17s. 4d.
is the minimum wage for a fitter, and that
amount is in excess of the basic wage for a
labourer. The fitter is paid for skill and
ability and application to his work. He gets
the minimum *age of the industry in which
he is working. Take the miner at Kalgoorie
and the porter on the Government railways.
For the porter the basic wage is 12L l0d.
per day. The minimum wage for the Kal-
goorlie miner is 16s. or 17s. per day.

Hon. P. Collier: No. He has been r-e-
duced. It is 15s. 44.

'Mr. DAVIES: In the one ease the railway
porter is paid the basic wage, regardless of
what industry he is in. In the other case
the muiner's wage is the minimum wage.
Here it is well to quote what 'Mr. Theodore
said on this &ubj~ct. if we were situated
similarly- to Queensland, then, instead of Sir
JTames 'Mitchell being our Premier, the memt-
ber for Boulder (Hon. P. C ollier) would be
filling that office, and he could only regard
this matter in the sanme light as the man, in
the northern State regards it. The following
remarks arc reported to have been made by
the Queensland Premier on the 2nd February,
1921:-

In the course of an address at the Trades
Hfall to-night the Premier, Mr. Theodore,
referring to the basic wage said that this
question was giving rise to a considerable
amount of controversy in Australia at the
present time. They all knew him well
enoug-h to realise that he would not con-
template or think of the frustration of any
matter formulated or designed to improvec
or benefit the condition of the workers. He
had Riven a considerable amount of atten-
tion to the Piddington proposal that the
basic wage should be £.5 16s. in Melbourne,
£5 17s. in Sydney, and £5 Us. 6d. in Bris-
'bane. These amounts would mean ant in-
crease in nominal wages, but not in effec-
tive wages to workers. A. mere increase of
wages was illusory unless it secured some
improvement in the standard of living. If a
man were getting £3 17s. a week now, and
his wages were advanced to £5 6s. 6d. to-
morrow, it would be of no benefit if the
£5 6s. 64. would buy no more than the
£.3 17s, bought before. No one could say
that the mere application of the Pidding-
ton decision by itself, with nothing more
being done, would result in any benefit to
the workers. Mr. Piddington himself had
admitted that if the rates were brought up
to the figures mentioned, there would be
such an increase in the cost of living that
wages would again have to be increased by
a considerable amount. His (Mr. Theo-
dore 's) opinion was that it was not merely
the responsibilities of the unions or mem-
bers of rarliament, but the joint respon-
sibilities of both, to find some means of
gretting away from the old shibboleths, the

old futile process of the dog roasing its own
tail, and whilst higher wages were forcing
up the east of living the never-ending chase
after effective wages which the workers
never got. His opinion was that they should
concentrate not so much on merely getting
increased wages as on improving the re-
muneration of the workers by keeping down
the coat of living. Every etep taken in that
direction meant a permanent gain to every
worker enjoying wages. If we could exert
some influence on the cost of commodities,
house rents, clothes, and living generally,
then every time we reduced these costs, to
that extent we would increase the purchas-
ing power of every man's wages. He ad-
mitted that it was not an easy problem,
and that energy and brains would have to
be applied to the solution of it if they
were to have the power of regulating these
matters. They had to'see that the workers
themselves recognised their obligations to
the community. There were some workers
who were prepared to loaf on their job,
some who carried on active propaganda of
the slow-down doctrine that had never been
countenanced by the Labour movement, and
that could never be consistent with any
ideal of progress. The men who resorted
to that kind of sabotage never had, and
never would, accomplish salutary reform
for this or any other country.

That was the speech made by Mr. Theodore
in the Trades Hall at Brisbane when the
Piddingtun Commission issued their report,
and one wonders why it was not put into oper-
ation then. T am personally concerned in a
matter 3s4cl as this. I would like to see the
liddington basic wage established next month.
It would benefit mie very considerably, if not
now, perhaps in a very short time hence.

Mr. Wilicoek: When you are put owt.
Mr-. ]DAVIES: It is not to my advantage

to see the basic wage reduced below what is
a fair thing to the workers. I have as much
to lose as any other individual. We have to
consider the effect of this, and unless we do
that there is no chance of getting ahead with
it. I would remind members opposite as well
as others that apart from what the Prime
Minister, Mr. Hughes, stated regarding the
Piddington basic wage, 11r. Piddlngton him-
self made a suggestion regarding his own
findings. Mr. Piddington said:-"If you
want to bring into operation the report of
the Commission, I suggest that you make
the basic wage for a amarried man and his
wife, E4 a week, with 12s. a week, for every
child.'',

'Xr. Willeock: Hughes says it cannot be
done.

'Mr. DAVIES: He has not said anything of
the kindl

Mr. Willeock: Certainly he has.
Mr, Munsie: I can show you a letter signed

by Mr. Hughes himself in which he says it
cannot be done. It was in reply to our re-
quest.
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Mr. DAVIES: 'Notwithstanding what mern-
bets mnay say, the facts will stand.

Mr. W&illcock: Thlat is on rec-ord against
Hughes.

Mr. DAVIES: If bon. nmemhers gq into any
of the public offices hero, they will find out
that w-hat I say is correct. If it is not cor-
rect, I am willing to aceep~t the interjectionls
as accurate. What did Mr. Hughes do when
Mr. Piddington sent in his report'

Mr. MTunsie: He sent it hack to Piddinglon
for another report.

Mr, Willeck: The Prinie Minister said it
could not be done for every man.

Mr, DAVIES: It cannot be done for every
man,, he-ause the basic wage provides for a
alan, his wife and three ehildren.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Hon. members
nmrst not argue.

Mr. DAVIES: I'do not think it should be
given to a man with no children, just as to
a man pith four or five children. Ilr. Pid-
dington started with, a family of five and
made his basic wagie for them. That basic
wae should be reduceed for a f mily of three
but increased for a family of seven. There
was no suggestion by the Leader of the Op-
positionl or anyone eles regarding thle putting
into operation of the Piddington basic wage.

Mr. 'Mvnie: It is strange that we have
asked the Federal Government On four occa-
sions to do the very thing you are easing,
and Mr. Hughes replied that it could not
be dlone.

Mr. SPV7AKER: Order! Thre member for
Hanans has had his opportunity.

*,rI. Munsie: Why does the hon. member
continue saying what is untrue?

M-r. SPEAKER: Order!
mr. DAVIES: I challenge the hon. member

to say that to the Federal Public Service
offleer's in this State, such as the post office
,and the pensions office, a wvage of £4 3s. and
5,, a week for ech1 child is not being paid.
There are two men in the pensions office to-
dlay, one of whom, a single In, gets £ 16-5
a year, tuhile the other, a married man, gets
£4 3s. a week, and both are doing the same
work. There is also a man with three child.
rea who gets 15s. a week more, ,thile the mar-
ried n I have referred to also gets 15s.
a week more than the single man. The fact
remains all are doing the same kind of work.
That systemn was put into operation shortly
after the Piddington Commission submitted
their report; yet hon. members say that the
Prime Minister repudiated it.

Mre. M,,nsie: So he did.
Mr. T)AVrES: He repudiated it to the ox-

tent that he dlid not pay %%-hat -.%r. Piddington
proposed. pn-- ely, 12s. a week, hut he did
differertiate betwveen married and single men
to the extent I have indicated. A single mtan
in the Federal Public Service who is 21 years
of age, receives £160 a year.

Mr. Corboy: That Commission wa, ap-
pointed to fix the basic waqe for all the
workers in Australia, and Hughes repudiated

l)iactivally all the workers of Australia when
the report was submitted.

Mr. DAVIES: I endearoured to show what
was done.

Mr. ('orl;oy: You said it wei;nsIot repudi-
a.ted at littl(- while ago.

)fr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. D)AVI ES: What is the use hon. men,-

hers, sayinlg Ihave mentioned certain things.
Mr. Munsic: Becapse You have repeated

tie' .wat'u thing half a dozen times.
Mr. DAVIES: Hion, members are not pre-

[:tred to admit what is true.
Mr. Caorboy: Von can twist nearly as

qutickly as the waon you are defending.
-Ir. DAV[ES: I tae exception to the word

''twist.''
Mr. SlPEAKER: Does the hon. mtember

take exception to it as being offensive?
Mr. DAVIES: Yes, I1 do.
Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Vilgara

nmst wvithdraw that expression.
Mr. Corboy: I will withdraw it, and will

add
Mr. SPEARER: The hon. member must

withdraw without any qualification.
Mr. Carboy: I do so.
Han. P. Collier: All your friends have

twisted hut yourself. The member for Guild-
ford stands where he was.

Mr. DAVIES: It does not make the slight-
est difference to me.

Mr. Muncie: T know it does not.
Mr. DAY]IES: I will stand up for what

is fair, just and correct. Reference has been
muade to Mr. Justice McCawley, the President
of the Queensland Arbitration Court. Ile
bad a.n opportunity, had he go desired, to put
into operation the Thddington basic wage.

Mr. M.\uiigde: He did not.
-Mr. D)AVIES: Ile did. He sat daily on

the bench in Queensland and, as a matter
of fact, the Pull Court, consisting Of -Mr.
.itstitt' MeCawlev and others, gave a judg-
n ent regardling tis matter. When delivering
his judgment in connection with the award
for hank officers, the President of the Arbi-
tration Cou~rt, Mr. Justice MeCawley, re-
ferred to the question of ray for married
and single men and said-

The court is obliged by law to base its
w'ages for adults on the requirements of a
mnarried man with a wife and children-.-

Our Arbitration Act provides for the smn
thing.

Mr. Willeock: They would not get a job
otherwise.

M r. DAVIES: Tile judgment continues-
The salaries prescribed in the present

award will give single men who hare no
dependents a distinct advantage over mar-
ried men. A social justice would seem to
demand that such an income should he as-
sured to married and single men perform-
ing equal work as wvill enable theme to main-
tamn an equal standard of living. It is
difficult to see how this equality can be
brought about unles, the legislaiture pre-
scribes, in respect to wife and children, pay-
ment from the State or from samne fund
to be established. At present an increase
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of, say, 10s. a week in the cost of food
requiremients of a family is equivalent to
not more than 5s. a week for a single man,
-but it comipels the payment of 109. a week
to all male employees, married or single.
'This increase, the total cost of which is
more than the total increased cost of food,
is passed on by the employer and in the
end the married man may find he loses
though the single man benefis from the
whole transaction.

That is simple enough, but since then the
Queensland Full Court had an opporunity of
going further into the matter. This is part
of Mr. J1'stice McCawley's judgment in that
ease-

The fixing of a basic wage depended
largely on the rates fixed in the other
States, and it must therefore be influenced
largely by the maximum fixed by the Fed-
eral Court. The court has decided that it
was permissible to lay down a minimum
wage which might be applicable to indus-
tries of average prosperity, but the court
reserved the right to fix a lower minimum
in any other industry. After careful con-
sideration the court had come to the con-
clusion that it would be inimical to Queens-
land's interests and employers if they
now adopted a higher wage than that of
New South Wales, namely, 859.
Mr. Willeock: That is logical.
Mr. DAVIES: I am not disputing that.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Address the

Chair!
Mr. DAVIES: I was endeavouring to main-

tain that it was logical. Still some say that
we should bring in Piddington 's basic wage
of 25 13s. lid.

'Mr. Munsie: No one said anything of the
sort.

Hion. P. Collier: One would imagine my
motion "-as one for the adoption of the. Pid-
dington basic wage. You are arguing against
the Piddingtoa Comnurssion.

Mr. DAVIES: I would prefer to see it
adopted.

.Mr. Corboy: So that you could knock it
down.

Mr. DAVIES: Not at all. A Royal Corm-
nmission should be appointed to go into the
ways and means of applying the Piddington
basic wage in this State.

Mr. Munsie: It cannot be done except by
the Federal Government. Everyone knows
it must be done federally.

Mr. DAVIES: I am prepared to admit
that, but no one has been game to alter the
basis from that of a married man with five
children to one of a married man, giving
extra allowances for the family. No one has
attempted to do that. I have had experience
of what this means. When the Wilson Gov-
ernment were in power, they gave a shilling
war bonus to the married men and it was a
serious source of complaint in the railway
service, particularly among the fettlers. In
a gang of six men, three may have been sin-
gle men and three, married men who got a
shilling extra.

[35]

lion. P. Collier: The trouble was that the
whole basis of that was wrong. There was
not that distinction which was suggested
by Piddington under which employers
would not benefit by the employment of
single "'en.

Mr. DAVIES: Yes; but as it was a
Government matter, it was the easier way
to do justice to the married mail.

Hon. P. Collier: You know that it was an
inducement to employ single men.

Mr. DAVIES: I1 raised that objection my-
self. The Government endeavoured at the
time to give soale relief to 'the married
men.-

Hion. P. Collier: It was the wrong way to
do it. It was a vicious principle.

Mr. DAVIES: it was, and later on Mr.
Justice Starke suggested the same thing in
the Federal Arbitration Court, but he was
prevented from doing anything by the out.
cry throughout Australia.

Hon. P. Collier: It -was doing the same
thing in a different way.

lkft. DAVIES: There was the suggestion
of the Storey Government in New South
WVales that the assistance, should be given
from a central fund, hut before such a fund
could operate, we would have to change the
unit of the family. No one is game to do
that.

Hon. P. Collier: My motion is not opposed
to anything you are arguing.

Mr. DAVIES: I am not opposing the
motion. I would support a motion to bring
about a more desirable state of affairs.

Hon. P. Collier: It is competent for a
recommendation to be made in the diree-
tion you suggest.

Mr. DAVIES: I have admitted twenty
times over-

Hon. P. Collier: It might make such a
recommendation and legislation umight be
advocated along those lines.

Mr. DAVIES: That is so. It might do
that. I will support anything that wiU
bring that in, hecause 1 stand to gain per-
sonally. If you will make the unit a mar-
ried man and his wife, and give 12s. for
every child, I will be prepared to throw up
my Parliamentary position and go back to
a basic wage outside, for I could then earn
more money there.

Mr. %Villceek: Is that all you are in Par-
liament for, merely to get a better screw
than you can get outside?

Mr. DAVIES: What a suggestion for the
hon. member to make!

Hon. P. Collier: You made it yourself.
Mr. DAVIES: I was merely saying that

on the basis suggested it would pay me to
do so-

Mr. Willeock: Apparently you have been
seriously considering it.

Mr. DAVIES: The hon. member would be
pleased to see me adopt that course, but I
am not going to do that; I am going to re-
main here as long as I can. However, it is
useless for hon. members to slander'those
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who are doing their best for the workers.
To say that 'Mr. Hughes repudiated it-

Ron. P. Collier: Hughes did repudiate it.
Mr. DAVIES: My criticism is not made

with any idea of being hostile to thle motion.
Tile Leader of the Opposition said the wage
fixed by Mr. Justice Higgins had been taken
as justification for succeeding awards.
'Union. advocates have eadeavoured to get
Mr. .Tustice Higgins to depart fronm the
Harvester judgment, but he sticks hard and
fast to it, which meanus that he is of the
sonic opinion to-day.

Hon. P. Collier: I said that 'Mr. Justice
Higgins had frequently expressed a wish
that a further inquiry should be held.

Mr. DAVIES: Yes, Mr. Justice Higgins
said-

Mr. SPEAKER: I eanot allow discus-
sion as to what Mr. Justice Higgins said.

Mir. DAVIES : But the Leader of the
Opposition mnade the statement, and I wish
to reply to it. I cannot let it go unchat-
lenged.

Hon. P. Collier: I am agreeing to your
statement.

Mr. DAVIES: If I thought good would
come of this motion I would support it, bat
I am afraid it may be regarded by outsiders
as signifying that we are departing fronm
the standard laid down by that particular
Commission. Personally I should have liked
to see it put into operatiou.

Hon. P. Collier: You miean Mr. Pidding-
ton's Commission; *there- is nothing in may
motion, concerning Mr. Piddingtoa's Coml-
mission.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is nothing in the
motion dealing with it at all. I cannot
allow tile bon. member anly further latitude.

Mr. DAVIES: I am going to raise my
voice in opposition to this continual cry
made for an increase on the base, when it
does not mecan t-be base at all.

Mr. SPEAKER: We are not discussing
the base. Thle motion is to consider a
reasonable minimum standard of living,
irrespective of anything that has occu rred
or is likely to occur. The hon- member must
confine himself to the motion.

Mr. DAVIES: Surely I anl, in order in
discussing thle sumn of money necessary?

MAr. SPEAKER: No. The hon. member
can discuss merely whether thle appoint-
mlent of the proposed commission is justi-
fed. I am not going to allow the hon. meet-
he r to proeced any further on those lines.

Mr DAVIES:- Canl I not discuss what
money is necessary to provide a reasonable
standard of living?

Mr. SPEAKER: No. The hon. member
can discuss only whether it is necessary to
place in a Royal Commission power to ascer-
tain that.

MT_ DAVIES: I am sorry I cannot dis-
cuss that.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have allowed the hon.
member a great deal of latitude.

M1r. DAY [Eq: B-it, Air. '-,paker-
Mr. flckerin7,r You are too weak. Any-

body onl thlis side of thle House is too ueak.
M1r. SPEAKER: Order!I The? bon. mem-

ber- "lust withdinraw that statemnict.
Mr. Pickering:, .[ withdraw.
Mr. DAVIES: .As I have jpreviously said,

I am greatly concerned in this question. I
should like to see -a Royafl Cominissioa ap-
pointed if it w-ill alter the present standard.
Itf it will do that, the mover of the motion
shall have my benediction and that of thou-
sands of others who are suffering because the
base adopted was a uwrang one.

Hon. P. Collier: The bon. member could
appear before the tonmis'ion and put his
ease.

Mr. DAVIES: I should be delighted to
attend as a witness and show that what has
been done was wrong. I have not argued at
any time that all and sundry should not re-
ceive what is laid down by law, but I am
appealing for those people with families
in excess of the number provided for, and
for whomu no relief is afforded. It is tints
something was done in this direction. I1 the
commission can devise ionic ineans for pro-
riding such relief its appointment will have
been justifierd. If anyorfe suffers to-day, it
is the man with. a large family. I1 referred
the other night to a statement made in awt
seriousness that in Osborne Park there were
six families with a total of 80 children, an
average of nearly 14 per family.

The Minister for Works: I know of two
famnilies with 22 and 20 children. respectively.

Mr. DAYV[ES: When we remember that
rhe wvage prescribed for thesc families is
calculated onl thne basis of what would keep
a wife and three children in reasonable com-
fart, and that these families have 10 children.
in excess of the number and not one penay
extra by way of relief, we realise thme acrions-
npss of the position. Members should not
shut their eyes to facts. It has been stated
in the Federal Parliament and in every Arbi-
tration Court in Australia that, unless this
basis is altered, it will not be possible to
afford relief to large families. It has been
proved by statistics that the total wealth pro-
duced in Australia for distribution amongst
its people amounts to 500 million pounds, and
that if this amount were equally distributed
b~etween the whole of tbe adult male workers,
it would provide about £3 -5s. 6d. per week
per luau. This does not take into account
female or juinior workers. This aniLount and
no0 Mrie would be the same for the merchant,
the millionaire, the Premier, thme 'Minister for
Works. If one man is paid £5 a week it
means that someone else must receive less
than £3 s. 6id. These figures have not been
ehllenged so far as I have leen able to learn
from Knihbs and the daily Press. If they
could be challenged, I think particulars would
have been publishied in the columns of the
" Westralian Worker, " of which I am a regu -
lar reader. I heartily support the motion
and trust it will lead to the achievement of
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the results desired by the Leader of the Op-
position.

On motion by Colonial Secretary, debate
adjourned.

IMOTION-COMPENSATION, OCCUPA-
TIONAL DISEASES.

Debate resumed from the 7th September
,on the following motion by Hon. P. Collier-

That in the opinion of this House tire
Government should introduce legislation
during the present session for the pur-
pose of providing compensation for workors
affected by occupational ailments and dis-
eases.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
-Northama) [10.45):- Under the Miners'
Plithisis Birn now before the Rouse it is pro-
posed to deal with those men who have been
compelled to leave the mines because of the
dread disease of tuberculosis. We realise that
if these men. are going to leave their occupa-
tion-and thank God there are not many of
them-they lasts to be cared for. They can-
not be compelled to leave the only occupation
they know, and their homes,2 unless other pro-
vision is made for them. Under the Miners'
Phthisis. Bill I think we shall be able to make
satisfactory arrangements for such people.
\Ve must face this responsibility-5 and we must
see that those who have employed these men
for some time contribute towards their sup-
-port until they recover snfficiently to follow
an occupation which will give themt a comfort-
able living. I hope that such men can be
trainsferred to suitable surroundings and will
speedily recover. I wrant to assure the House
that under the Bill we shall give to the
iminers-the workers most concerned-the pro-
tection and assistance required. It is quite
-mother matter to ask us to mete out similar
treatment to all workers in all industries, as
suggested by the motion of the Leader of the
Opposition. To do that would be very diff-
cult indeed. I hope the House will agree that
'by making a start as the Minister for Mines
proposes to do, we shall be doing enough for
this session.

M~r. Marshall: Under the Bill there is no
provision for those mien.

The PREMIER: But the Bill will he
amended to make the necessary provision. We
cannot withdraw from their present occupa-
tion men who are suffering from tuberculosis
and leave them stranded on the gotdfields. The
idea is to give them an opportunity to recover
so that they can follow some useful occupa-
tion. The Minister for Mines proposes to
make additions to the Bill under which pro-
vision can be made for these people. Although
the Government may have to support them in
the end, there will have to be a contribution
by the employers and the Government, as is
usual in such cases. I suggest that the debate
be adjourned until we deal with the Bill. If
we can take the step I have indicated this
year, we should be satisfied with doing that
much for a start. To suggest embodying all

workers is a very big question and one which
should receive earnest consideration.

On motion by Mr. Mullany, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourined at 10.50 p.m.

Zegizlatiw seiibg
Tuesday, 26t4 September, 1920.

PAE
Question: Native prlsoaeru and road work ... 891
BUI: Licensing ActS Amendment, Coin. -. 892

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.90
p.m., uind rend prayers.

QUESTION',-NATIVE PRISONERS AND
ROA2D WORK.

Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Colonial See-
tarvy:-I, Is it a fact that the Chief Protector
of Aborigines has submitted proposals to the
Wyndlham Road Board for the employment
of native prisoners on road work tinder the
supervision of the said board? 2, Does he ap-
prove of the policy of forced native prison
labour in the manner contemplated? 3, What
are the particulars of the schenie in questiozi?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied :
1, In order to minimise the heavy cost of
maintaining in gaol natives convicted of
cattle killing in the Kiniberleys, the Chief
Protector of Aborigines submitted a scheme
to the Government, having for its object the
transfer of such prisoners to the Aborigines
Department, as contemplated by Section 35
of the Aborigines Act, and their employment
upon wvork in the interior which would not
otherwise be undertaken. The natives would
thuLs serve their term of penal servitude in a
useful manner at less cost to the country, The
scheme was recently submitted to the Wynd-
ham, Hall's Creek, West Kimberley, Roe-
boune, Broomne. and Port Iledland Road
Boards, and received the indorsement of each.
.It has been most favourably received by resi-
dents of the North, anad is generally regarded
as offering an improvement on the present sys-
tem, being humane and beneficial to the abo.
riginals. and useful to the country. 2, The
matter is now under consideration. 3, Parti-
cal~rs of the scheme are attached. The scheme
contemplates the care and employment of
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